
5781 – Numbers 16-18 – Korach (Korah) 
 
 
What Coffee, Chicken Soup, Sorbet and Laundry Have in Common1 
 
There's the water that I drink in my wake-me-up, heavily caffeinated 
morning mug of hot coffee. There's the water that creates my banish-all-
sickness, nourishing chicken soup. There's the water in the refreshing 
store-bought sorbet in my freezer. And theres the water in my washing 
machine cleaning my soiled laundry.  
So many different shapes, forms, flavors, and usages, but at the core is 
the same essential property—droplets of water.  
People, too, can appear radically different in diverse situations. But, 
sometimes, if you look closely at the core, you may discover the drop-
let, their unifying character or quality. For example, the way a person 
reacts under duress or tension, just as how he chooses to respond in a re-
laxed mode, can reveal something deep about his approach to life. 
 
Korach incited a mutiny against Moses. Joining Korach were 250 distin-
guished members ofthe community who offered the sacrosanct ketoret 
(incense) to prove their worthiness for the priesthood, claiming that 
"the entire nation (and not just Aaron or the priests) is holy!"  

The earth swallowed the mutineers, and a fire consumed the ketoret 
offerers. In the aftermath, G-d commanded that the offering pans be 
beaten into sheets used to plate the altar; for they have been offered 
to G-d, and have become sanctified.—NUMBERS17:2-3  

The Lubavitcher Rebbe learns an incredible lesson from these copper 
pans being transformed into the altar on which sacrifices were offered in 
the Tabernacle, G-d's home.  
The very metal of these pans was hallowed by an act which motivated by 
a holy desire. Though these mutineers acted sinfully and, as a result, 
were severely punished, beneath their complaint was a desire-however 
misguided to come close to G-d.  
From this the Rebbe extrapolates:  

If such is G-d's regard for a piece of inanimate metal, certainly no hu-
man being is irredeemable. For no matter how deleterious his deeds, 
they hide a desire and striving, intrinsic to every creature of G-d, for 
the goodness and perfection of the divine.—LIKKUTEI SICHOT  

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbat deLights, Vayikra/Bamidbar/Devarim, (chabad.org), pp. 

145-147. 
2  Something that is made of many parts and yet is somehow more than or differ-

ent from the combination of its parts. 

 
One short teaching, on one verse, on one episode of the Torah. One drop-
let of wisdom, mind blowing in its scope.  
Rather than castigating a sinful group of rebellious, jealous individuals to 
eternal admonishment, the Rebbe concentrates on their underlying posi-
tive motive. Moreover, through this unfortunate episode, he teaches G-d's 
infinite love for all of us-even when we sin or are misguided.  
And this all-embracing way of thinking: digging and mining the positive 
core value, because our world is created by G-d to serve Him and every-
thing must therefore have some redeeming value-especially G-d's chosen 
people-is intrinsic to how the Rebbe teaches us to view our world.  
One small droplet.  
And one profound, life-altering gestalt2—that utterly alters how we ap-
proach ourselves, each other, and our very world. 
 
1. There's the water ... in my ... coffee ... chicken soup ... sorbet ... laundry.  

a. Avot 5:14 
14. There are four types among them that frequent the House of 
Study: he that goes but does not practice—he has the reward of his 
going;(1) he that practices but does not go—he has the reward of his 
practicing;(2) he that goes and also practices—he is a pious man; he 
that neither goes nor practices—he is a wicked man.  
(1) Even though his attendance has not yet had the desired result. ‘Great is 

Midrash (learning) in that it brings one to Ma’aseh (deed).’  
(2) He practices the precepts and leads a good-life … but does not take the 

trouble to acquire for himself a first-hand knowledge of the Torah.  
b. There are Four Questions and there are also four ways to ask them: 

the heedless, the foolish, the dull and the wise. the heedless child 
asks, “What is this ceremony of yours?” as though it did not concern 
him as well. the foolish child asks only what happened, without 
wanting to know what it means. The dull child doesn’t even see an-
ything to ask about. But the wise child asks, “What is the meaning of 
each thing we do?”3  

c. Avot 5:16 
Among those asked to give charity are four types: 1) he who wishes 
to give but does not wish others to give—he is grudging toward oth-
ers; 2) he who wishes others to give but is himself unwilling to give—
he is grudging of his own; 3) he who willingly gives and wishes others 

3 Meyer Levin, An Israel Haggadah for Passover (Harry N. Abrams, Inc. Publishers), 
p. 44. 



to give—the pious man; 4) he who does not give and wishes others 
not to give—the wicked man.  

d. Matthew 13:1-9—the Parable of the Four Soils 
1That same day Yeshua ... 3told them many things in parables, saying: 
"A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some 
fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up 
quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, 
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- 
a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9Whoever has ears, 
let them hear."  

e. Which “type” are you?  
1) The “wake-me-up, heavily caffeinated morning mug of hot coffee.”  
2) The “banish-all-sickness, nourishing chicken soup.”  
3) The “refreshing store-bought sorbet in my freezer.”  
4) The “washing machine cleaning my soiled laundry.” 

 
2. So many different shapes, forms, flavors, and usages, but at the core is 

the same essential property—droplets of water.  
a. Matthew 10:2-4 

2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 
the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon 
the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  

b. Matthew 4:18-19 
18As Yeshua was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19"Come, fol-
low me," Yeshua said, "and I will send you out to fish for people."  

c. Matthew 4:21 
21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their fa-
ther Zebedee, preparing their nets. Yeshua called them ...  
1) It is possible that Phillip, Thomas and Nathanel (Bartholomew) 

were also fishermen. At least seven of the disciples were fisher-
man. Judas may have been an accountant or bookkeeper (John 
13:29).  

 
4 https://bookroo.com/quotes/we-are-all-the-same 

d. Luke 8:1-3 
1After this, Yeshua traveled about from one town and village to an-
other, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The 
Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured 
of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom 
seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Chuza, the man-
ager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These 
women were helping to support them out of their own means.  
1) There are six Marys in the Apostolic Writings.  

a) Mary Magdelene, the first one to see the Messiah after the res-
urrection and refers to him as Rabbonai (my Master or my 
Teacher) (John 20:11-18).  

b) Mary, the mother of Yeshua (wife of Joseph), related by mar-
riage to Elizabeth (Elisheva).  

c) Mary of Bethany, the sister of Lazarus and Martha.  
d) Mary, the wife of Clopas, the sister-in-law of Mary, Yeshua’s 

mother (John 19:25).  
e) Mary, the “mother of John, also call Mark” who gathered the 

community in her home (Acts 12:12).  
f) Mary, who “worked very hard” for the k’hilah in Rome (Rom 

16:6).  
e. Malachi 2:10 

10Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us? Why 
do we profane the covenant of our ancestors by being unfaithful to 
one another?  
1Corinthians 12:12 
12Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Messiah.  
1) “The same blood runs in every human on the earth. You just 

have to see past the variations in skin and culture” (Jaya, The 
Storyteller’s Secret by Sejal Badani).4  

2) “It is, I think, that we are all so alone in what lies deepest in our 
souls, so unable to find the words and perhaps the courage to 
speak with unlocked hearts, that we do not know at all that it is 
the same with others” (A Severe Mercy by Sheldon Vanauken).  

3) “I think the king is but a man, as I am: the violet smells to him as 
it doth to me” (King Henry, Henry V by William Shakespeare).  

4) “Every man carries a wound. I have never met a man without 
one. No matter how good your life may have seemed to you, you 



live in a broken world full of broken people” (Wild at Heart by 
John Eldredge).  

5) “You might as well argue with a mirror as argue with each other. 
After all, aren’t we all really the same person?” (Diary of an Oxy-
gen Thief, Anonymous). 

 
3. Korach incited a mutiny against Moses. Joining Korach were 250 distin-

guished members ofthe community who offered the sacrosanct ketoret 
(incense) to prove their worthiness for the priesthood, claiming that 
"the entire nation (and not just Aaron or the priests) is holy!"  
a. This is the 2nd account of a presumptuous, unprincipled rebellion 

against Moses by leading figures who were not content to continue 
in subservient positions under his leadership.  
1) Numbers 12:1-3 

1Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his 
Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 2"Has the LORD 
spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spo-
ken through us?" And the LORD heard this. 3(Now Moses was a 
very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of 
the earth.)  
a) It is Miriam’s attack—Aaron joined at her instigation.  
b) She watched when Moses was placed into the Nile (Exo 2:4)—

and made it possible for Moses’ true mother to nurse him 
when he was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter (Exo 2:7).  

c) She led the singing and dancing that took place just after the 
children of Israel passed through the Red Sea (Exo 15).  

2) Numbers 12:9-15 
9The anger of the LORD burned against them ... 10When the cloud 
lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam—leprous, like 
snow. Aaron … 11said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do not hold 
against us the sin we have so foolishly committed … 13So Moses 
cried out to the LORD, "O God, please heal her!" 

14The LORD replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her 
face, would she not have been in disgrace for seven days? Con-
fine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be 
brought back." 15So Miriam was confined outside the camp for 
seven days, and the people did not move on till she was 
brought back.  

b. Numbers 16:1 
1Korach son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi … and cer-
tain Reubenites …  

1) Moses was the son of Amram, the son of Levi—thus Korach and 
Moses were cousins.   

2) Apparently, the Reubenites could not forget that theirs was the 
eldest tribe—and from it—the rulers of Israel should be re-
cruited.  

3) According to the rabbis, the men of Levi and Reuben came to 
join forces because they always camped (and marched) next to 
each other (Num 2:16,17; 10:18,21). 
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c. Numbers 16:2 

2With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known community lead-
ers (lit; “men of name” [~ve-yven>a;]) who had been appointed mem-

bers of the council. 3They came as a group …   
1) This was not a rebellion of rude, impudent scoundrels, but of 

credible leaders, esteemed men of rank.  
2) Both Moses and Aaron were in their eighties at this time.  
3) The nation was under the sentence of God’s judgment—they 

knew that they were all going to die in the wilderness.  
4) Perhaps they thought that if they could force a change of guard 

they might reverse the judgment too.  
5) Regardless, they “came as a group …”—this was an organized 

well-thought out conspiracy.  
6) They were not content with the privilege they had already re-

ceived—petty, insecure people will always rise up against consti-
tuted leadership—pushing and pressing to assert their own 
agenda.  

d. Numbers 16:3 
3They came as a group to oppose Moses ... "You have gone too far!  



1) Psalm 106:16 
In the camp (Korach, Dathan, Abiram and On) grew envious of 
Moses and of Aaron, who was consecrated to the LORD.    
a) CJB, JPS—“jealous” 

b) ָקָנא —be jealous, zealous, envious (rare) 

c) NOT “envious”—but “jealous,” i.e., they thought Moses and 
Aaron had “things” that belonged to them.  

d) Acts 7:9 
"Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold 
him as a slave into Egypt. But God was with him.  

2) The “jealousy” (v. 3) is what fostered the “insolen(ce)” (v. 1).  
a) Insolence—disrespectful: showing an aggressive lack of re-

spect in speech or behavior—impudent, impertinent, rude, 
audacious, disrespectful, cheeky, brazen.  

3) Romans 11:17-21 
17If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a 
wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now 
share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18do not consider 
yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, con-
sider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports 
you. 19You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I could 
be grafted in." 20Granted. But they were broken off because of un-
belief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 
21For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare 
you either.  
1) CJB—Don't boast as if you were better than the branches!  

KJV—Boast not against the branches.  
MIT—Do not boast of your superiority to the severed 

branches.  
NAS—Do not be arrogant toward the branches.  

 
e. Numbers 16:3 

3The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is 
with them.  
1) Korach—a true demagogue (a popular leader who stirs up the 

people in order to get something for himself—from Gk., demos 
people + agogos leader).    

2) What was the point of mentioning that “the whole community is 
holy, every one of them”?   
a) Did Korach think that being “set-apart” qualified someone to 

lead the community? 

 
b) Did he think that anyone “set-apart” could lead if he (or she) 

wanted to?  
c) Should anyone “set-apart” have the right to lead?  
d) What he really meant!   

1] “Moses, who put you in charge?”  
2] “The whole community is holy.”  
3] “That includes me—I am just as holy as you are.”  
4] “Therefore, I have as much right to lead as you do.”  

3) The whole community IS holy!—but that does NOT mean eve-
ryone in the community has the same skill-set (or gifts) re-
quired to lead—or even A CALLING TO lead.  
a) Exodus 19:6 

... you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 
These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."    

b) 1Corinthians 12:1-6 
1Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do 
not want you to be uninformed ...  

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
distributes them. 5There are different kinds of service, but 
the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but in 
all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work ... 

 
f. Numbers 16:3 

3Why then do you set yourselves above the Lord's assembly?  
1) Korach accuses Moses of the very thing that he wanted for himself!   

a) Matthew 7:2-5 
2For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, 
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
3"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's 
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4How 
can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 
5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye ...  

2) Why do the things that we want look so bad—when someone 
else has it? Or, is doing it?  
a) Romans 2:1 

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 
someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you 
are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment 
do the same things.   



3) Exodus 3:10-16 — God set Moses over the people.  
10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people 
the Israelites out of Egypt." 11But Moses said to God, "Who am I 
… 12And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign 
to you that IT IS I WHO HAVE SENT YOU: When you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 
mountain."  

4) Y. Sanhedrin 50a 
Korach declared, "The Torah was not given by God, Moses is 
not a prophet, and Aaron is not the high priest."  
a) It could be argued that Christianity has joined Korach's re-

bellion—by emphasizing the same theological conclusions.  
b) Summary Points:  

1] Even though the Torah is believed to be God-given, it is 
considered to be a burdensome maze of laws, many ob-
scured by the “tradition of men” and rules that con-
demn—not intended for Believers.  

2] Though everyone readily admits that Moses was a prophet, 
his prophecy is lowly regarded. He is considered a prophet 
made irrelevant by later prophets who saw with greater rev-
elation. Moses is so diminished in his office of prophet that 
it is as if he were not a prophet at all. His words are 
largely ignored.  

3] Aaron’s priesthood was “replaced” with Yeshua’s, i.e. 
“When Messiah came as high priest of the good things 
that are already here, he went through the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to 
say, not a part of this creation” (Heb 9:11).  

c) And yet:  
1] John 5:46-47 

"For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he 
wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, 
how will you believe My words?"  

2] Matthew 5:18-19 (NAS) 
18"For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the To-
rah until all is accomplished. 19Whoever then annuls one of 
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do 
the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven."  

3] Luke 5:14 

14Then Yeshua ordered him, "Don't tell anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to 
them." 


