
5781 - Numbers 22-25 – Balak (Balak) 
 

Keeping Perspective1 
 
There's a joke about a mother who was walking with her daughter along 
the beach at the water's edge. Suddenly, a huge wave sweeps the little girl 
out to sea.  
"Oh, G-d," laments the mother, turning her face heavenward. "This was my 
baby—the love and joy of my life. Give her back to me, and I’ll give charity 
every day for the rest of my life!"  
Suddenly, another enormous wave deposits the girl back on the sand. 
Looking back up to heaven, the mother says, "But she had on a hat!"  
It's easy to lose perspective.  
There's the couple who yearned for a baby for many years. Months and 
years pass, and their aches intensified. When the wife finally became 
pregnant, their joy knew no bounds. But unfortunately their euphoria was 
short-lived. The couple soon found themselves bickering about every-
thing—small things, like what color to paint their baby's bedroom, to larg-
er issues, like who would be her caregiver when her parents were away.  
Or, there are the parents who are overjoyed to hear that their daughter 
has finally found her soulmate. As they begin to prepare for her wedding 
day, they become utterly disappointed to learn that the venue they had 
always dreamed of was booked solid.  
Does it sound unreal? It happens all the time.  
How often do we pray for a certain outcome? We are overcome with relief 
and gratitude when our wishes finally materialize. But how long does our 
satisfaction last? How long does it take until we become irritated with some 
detail that wasn't anticipated or some part of our idyllic plan that wasn't 
realized? 
 
At the end of their 40-year sojourn in the desert, the Jews camped by the 
Jordan River, just outside of the Land of Israel.  
Over the last several decades, they had gone through so much. They had 
passed and failed many tests and challenges. They had grown and ma-
tured as a people. Finally, they were at the cusp of achieving their 
dream, ready to cross over into the Promised Land!  
And then what happened? They lost perspective.  

Israel dwelled in Shittim. And the people began to go astray after the 
daughters of Moab.—NUMBERS 25:1  

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbat deLights, Vayikra/Bamidbar/Devarim, (Chabad.org), 
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Debauchery, harlotry, and idolatry ensued, reaching its peak when, final-
ly, one man, Pinchas, stood up from the crowd and acted quickly to put 
an end to the sins.  
Losing focus and becoming distracted are all too easy. Even when we are 
about to achieve our goal, we often stumble because we lose our vi-
sion and forget what is truly important.  
Like Pinchas, let's focus on rising to the challenge of keeping a proper 
perspective, even when things don't go exactly as planned. 
 
1. And then what happened? They lost perspective.  

Israel dwelled in Shittim. And the people began to go astray after the 
daughters of Moab.—NUMBERS 25:1  
a. The people fall prey to the charms of the daughters of Moab and are 

enticed to worship the idol Peor. When a high-ranking Israelite of-
ficial publicly takes a Midianite princess into a tent, Pinchas kills 
them both, stopping the plague raging among the people.2  

b. In chapter 25, we read of the ironic sequel to the episode of the 
curses/blessings. The Israelites, having been saved by God from the 
would-be curses of Moab and Midian, suffered a self-inflicted 
tragedy by allowing themselves to be enticed by the women of 
the land. G-d’s anger burns against them. Several chapters later 
(31:16) it emerges that it was Bilaam who devised this strategy: 
“They were the ones who followed Bilaam's advice and were the 
means of turning the Israelites away from the Lord in what hap-
pened at Peor, so that a plague struck the Lord’s people.” Having 
failed to curse the Israelites, Bilaam eventually succeeded in do-
ing them great harm.3  
1) Numbers 31:16 

16"They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and en-
ticed the Israelites to be unfaithful to the LORD in the Peor in-
cident, so that a plague struck the LORD's people.  
a) 2Peter 2:13-15 (cf. Jude 1:3-12; Rev 2:12-17) 

13They (the wicked) will be paid back with harm for the harm 
they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad 
daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 
pleasures while they feast with you. 14With eyes full of adul-
tery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they 
are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15They have left the 

 
2 https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2982/jewish/Balak-in-a-

Nutshell.htm 
3 https://rabbisacks.org/balak-5781/ 



straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam 
son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness.  

c. A loss of perspective makes us say and do things we may regret 
because it's a complete loss of our personal experience (i.e., we 
forget “who” we are, “where” we have been and “where” we are 
going). It's lacking all the wisdom we've worked so hard to culti-
vate. What's the point of worry, stress, and perfectionism if we're 
not growing wiser?  
1) The word perspective has a latin root meaning “look through” or 

“perceive,” and all the meanings of perspective have something to 
do with “looking”—so, it’s about “looking at” yourself and the 
world around you in a specific way. It is based on your understand-
ing of God, your relationship with God, your upbringing, your val-
ues, the culture you are a part of, the language you speak, etc.  

2) Genesis 13:2-12 
2Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and 
gold. 3From the Negev he ... came to Bethel ... where his tent had 
been earlier 4and where he had first built an altar. There Abram 
called on the name of the LORD. 5Now Lot, who was moving 
about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6But the 
land could not support them while they stayed together ... 7And 
quarreling arose between Abram's herders and Lot's. The Ca-
naanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. 

8So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between 
you and me, or between your herders and mine, for we are close 
relatives. 9Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. 
If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, 
I'll go to the left." 10Lot looked around and saw that the whole 
plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the gar-
den of the LORD, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the 
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11So Lot chose for him-
self the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. 
The two men parted company: 12Abram lived in the land of Ca-
naan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched 
his tents near Sodom.  
Hebrews 11:8-10 
8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 
not know where he was going. 9By faith he made his home in 
the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 

of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

3) Deuteronomy 4:9-14 (cf. Deu 6:12; 8:11) 
9Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do 
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade 
from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your chil-
dren and to their children after them. 10Remember the day you 
stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when he said to me, 
"Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they 
may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may 
teach them to their children." 11You came near and stood at the 
foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to the very heav-
ens, with black clouds and deep darkness. 12Then the LORD 
spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but 
saw no form; there was only a voice. 13He declared to you his 
covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you 
to follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets. 14And the 
LORD directed me at that time to teach you the decrees and 
laws you are to follow in the land that you are crossing the Jor-
dan to possess.  
Numbers 25:1-9 
1WHILE ISRAEL WAS STAYING IN SHITTIM, THE MEN BEGAN 
TO INDULGE IN SEXUAL IMMORALITY WITH MOABITE WOM-
EN, 2WHO INVITED THEM TO THE SACRIFICES TO THEIR 
GODS. THE PEOPLE ATE THE SACRIFICIAL MEAL AND BOWED 
DOWN BEFORE THESE GODS. 3So Israel YOKED THEMSELVES 
to the Baal of Peor. And the LORD's anger burned against 
them. 4The LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of these 
people, kill them and expose them in broad daylight before the 
LORD, so that the LORD's fierce anger may turn away from Isra-
el." 5So Moses said to Israel's judges, "Each of you must put to 
death those of your people who have yoked themselves to the 
Baal of Peor." 

6Then an Israelite man brought into the camp a Midianite 
woman right before the eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of 
Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing. 7When Phinehas ... saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear 
in his hand 8and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the 
spear into both of them, right through the Israelite man and into 
the woman's stomach. Then the plague against the Israelites was 
stopped; 9but those who died in the plague numbered 24,000. 

 
 



4) 2Kings 17:34-41  
In the aftermath of the “destruction” of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 
the King of Assyria repopulated the area with people from Babylon, 
Kuthah, Hamath and the Avvites and the Sepharvites (vv. 30-31). When 
members of these peoples intermarried with members of the ten north-
ern tribes, God expected them to follow his ways—they didn’t. God sent 
lions to “kill them off” (v. 22). So, the king of Assyria sent captive priests 
back to the Land to teach them how to honor God.  
34To this day they persist in their former practices. They neither 
worship the LORD nor adhere to the decrees and regulations, the 
laws and commands that the LORD gave the descendants of Ja-
cob, whom he named Israel. 35When the LORD made a covenant 
with the Israelites, he commanded them: "Do not worship any 
other gods or bow down to them, serve them or sacrifice to them. 
36But the LORD, who brought you up out of Egypt with mighty 
power and outstretched arm, is the one you must worship. To 
him you shall bow down and to him offer sacrifices. 37You must 
always be careful to keep the decrees and regulations, the laws 
and commands he wrote for you. Do not worship other gods. 38Do 
not forget the covenant I have made with you, and do not wor-
ship other gods. 39Rather, worship the LORD your God; it is he 
who will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies." 40They 
would not listen, however, but persisted in their former prac-
tices. 41Even while these people were worshiping the LORD, they 
were serving their idols. To this day their children and grandchil-
dren continue to do as their ancestors did.  

5) Ezekiel 12:1-2 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2"Son of man, you are living 
among a rebellious people. They have eyes to see but do not 
see and ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebellious 
people ...  

6) Matthew 13:10-17 
10The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to 
the people in parables?" 11He replied, "Because the knowledge of 
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but 
not to them. 12Whoever has will be given more, and they will 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they 
have will be taken from them. 13This is why I speak to them in 
parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, 
they do not hear or understand. 14In them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never under-
standing; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15For this 
people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they 

might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with 
their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' 16But blessed are 
your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 
17For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear but did not hear it.  

7) Hebrews 5:7-14 
7During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers 
and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Son though he was, he learned obedience from 
what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10and was designated 
by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

11We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it 
clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12In fact, 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone 
to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who lives on milk, being 
still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about right-
eousness. 14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

 
2. In spite of Balaam’s deceit and wickedness, he “blesses” the people of 

Israel in remarkable ways.  
a. Numbers 22:41-23:11 

41The next morning Balak took Balaam up to Bamoth Baal, and from 
there he could see the outskirts of the Israelite camp.  
23:7Then Balaam spoke his message:  
"Balak brought me from Aram ... 'Come,' he said, 'curse Jacob for 
me; come, denounce Israel.' 8How can I curse those whom God has 
not cursed? How can I denounce those whom the LORD has not 
denounced? 9From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I 
view them. I see a people who live apart and do not consider them-
selves one of the nations. 10Who can count the dust of Jacob or 
number even a fourth of Israel? Let me die the death of the right-
eous, and may my final end be like theirs!"  

11Balak said to Balaam, "What have you done to me? I brought 
you to curse my enemies, but you have done nothing but bless 
them!" 12He answered, "Must I not speak what the LORD puts in my 
mouth?" 

 
 



b. Numbers 23:13-24 
13Then Balak said to him, "Come with me to another place where 
you can see them; you will not see them all but only the outskirts 
of their camp. And from there, curse them for me" ... 18Then he 
spoke his message:  
"Arise, Balak, and listen; hear me ... 19God is not human, that he 
should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? 20I 
have received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot 
change it. 21"No misfortune is seen in Jacob, no misery observed in 
Israel. The LORD their God is with them; the shout of the King is 
among them. 22God brought them out of Egypt; they have the 
strength of a wild ox. 23There is no divination against Jacob, no evil 
omens against Israel. It will now be said of Jacob and of Israel, 'See 
what God has done!' 24The people rise like a lioness; they rouse 
themselves like a lion that does not rest till it devours its prey and 
drinks the blood of its victims."  
1) !w<a'—trouble, sorrow, wickedness, iniquity, guilt. 

 
(CJB)—"No one has seen guilt in Ya'akov ...  
(KJV)—He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob ...  
a. “Israel is here, as in v. 10, spoken of ideally as a nation without 

spot or stain. Israel has not committed any such wrong as 
would warrant God’s withdrawal of His blessing from them, 
much less His permitting them to suffer destruction” (Hertz, p. 
676).  

c. Numbers 24:1-9 
24:1Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, 
he ... turned his face toward the wilderness. 2When Balaam looked 
out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came 
on him 3and he spoke his message: "The prophecy of Balaam ... the 
prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly, 4the prophecy of one who 
hears the words of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who 
falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 

5"How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places, 
Israel! ... 9"May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse 
you be cursed!"  

`laer"f.yI ^yt,nOK.v.mi bqo[]y: ^yl,h'ao WbJo-hm; 
 

(Ma-tovu o-halecha ya’acov mish-k’notecha Yisrael)  
d. Numbers 24:10-19 

10Then Balak's anger burned against Balaam. He struck his hands 
together and said to him, "I summoned you to curse my enemies, 

but you have blessed them these three times. 11Now leave at once 
and go home! I said I would reward you handsomely, but THE 
LORD HAS KEPT YOU FROM BEING REWARDED." 12Balaam an-
swered Balak, "Did I not tell the messengers you sent me, 13'Even if 
Balak gave me all the silver and gold in his palace, I could not do 
anything of my own accord, good or bad, to go beyond the 
command of the LORD--and I must say only what the LORD 
says'? 14Now I am going back to my people, but come, let me warn 
you of what this people will do to your people in days to come." 
15Then he spoke his message: "The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor, 
the prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly, 16the prophecy of one 
who hears the words of God, who has knowledge from the Most 
High, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls prostrate, and 
whose eyes are opened:  

17"I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will 
come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush 
the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all the people of Shet. 18Edom 
will be conquered; Seir, his enemy, will be conquered, but Israel 
will grow strong. 19A ruler will come out of Jacob and destroy the 
survivors of the city."  
1) 17aA star will come out of Jacob ...  

a) The reference is probably to King David, the first monarch to 
reduce Moab to subjection (2Sam 8:2).  

b) During the reign of Emperor Hadrian, this verse was applied 
to Bar Kozeba (“false-hope”), the leader of the last Jewish 
War of Independence, whose name was changed to Bar 
Kochba, “the son of the star.”  
1] His most noted follower was Rabbi Akiva, and the entire 

Jewish Diaspora seem to have supported the movement.  
c) Midrash Tehillim 22:4; 22:13; Aggadat Esther 7:10 (ed. Buber, 

p. 68); B. Yoma 29a 
At night, though it be night, one has the light of the moon, 
the stars, and the planets. Then when is it really dark? Just 
before dawn! After the moon sets and the stars set and the 
planets vanish, there is no darkness deeper than the hour be-
fore dawn. And in that hour the Holy One answers the 
world and all that are in it: out of the darkness He brings 
forth the dawn and gives light to the world. 

The hind of the dawn [the morning star]—its light rays 
out as it rises. At the beginning, light comes little by little; 
then it spreads wider and wider, grows and increases; and 
at last it bursts into shining glory. 



d) 2Peter 1:19 
And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, 
and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shin-
ing in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts.  

e) Revelation 22:16 
"I, Yeshua, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for 
the k’hilot. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and 
the bright Morning Star."  

2) 17ba scepter will rise out of Israel …  
a) Genesis 49:10 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff 
from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs 
and the obedience of the nations is his.  
1] Genesis Rabbah XCVIII:8 

8. THE SCEPTRE SHALL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH (XLIX, 
10). This alludes to Machir. NOR THE RULER'S STAFF FROM 
BETWEEN HIS FEET-he came and prostrated himself at his 
feet.(1) UNTIL SHILOH COMETH(2): this alludes to the royal 
Messiah. AND UNTO HIM SHALL THE OBEDIENCE (YIKHATH) 
OF THE PEOPLE BE: he [the Messiah] will come and set on 
edge (makheh) the teeth of the nations of the world.(3)  
(1) The passage is obscure. Presumably the Machir meant is 

Machir the son of Manasseh, and the passage might then be 
based on Judg. v, 14, q.v. He prostrated himself before Hez-
ron, imploring him to marry his (Machir's) daughter, v. I 
Chron. II, 21. Others say that the reference is to Machir the 
son of Amid, who gave David hospitality when he was fleeing 
from Absalom (II Sam. XVII, 27-29). The point of the Midrash 
will then be that even in distress the sceptre (or better, the 
staff) will not depart from Judah (here, David, his descend-
ant). But in that case the comment on NOR THE RULER'S 
STAFF is unintelligible. 

(2) E.V. ‘As long as men come to Shiloh.’ 
(3) He will upbraid them and show them how wrongly they had 

acted.  
b) Lamentations Rabbah I:51 

The school of R. Shila said: The Messiah's name is “Shiloh,” 
as it is stated, Until Shiloh come (Gen. XLIX, 10) …  

c) Hebrews 1:8 
But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for 
ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your 
kingdom. 
  

1] Psalm 45:6 
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter 
of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.  

d) Soncino Zohar, Bereshith, Section 1, Page 25b 
At that time God will reveal Himself with the Shekinah and 
the world will be renewed, as it is written, “for as the new 
earth and the new heaven, etc.” (Is. LXVI, 22); At that time 
“the Lord shall cause to spring from the ground every pleas-
ant tree, etc.,” but before these are exterminated the rain of 
the Torah will not descend, and Israel, who are compared to 
herbs and trees, cannot shoot up, as is hinted in the words: 
“no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the 
field, etc.” (Gen. II, 5), because “there was no man,” i.e. Israel 
were not in the Temple, “to till the ground” with sacrifices. 
According to another explanation, the words “no shrub of 
the field was yet in the earth” refer to the first Messiah, 
and the words “no herb of the field had yet sprung up” re-
fer to the second Messiah. Why had they not shot forth? Be-
cause Moses was not there to serve the Shekinah-Moses, of 
whom it is written, “and there was no man to till the 
ground.” This is also hinted at in the verse “the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah nor the ruler's staff from between his 
feet,” “the sceptre” referring to the Messiah of the house of 
Judah, and “the staff” to the Messiah of the house of Jo-
seph. “Until Shiloh cometh”: this is Moses, the numerical val-
ue of the two names Shiloh and Moses being the same. It is 
also possible to refer the “herbs of the field” to the righteous 
or to the students of the Torah ...  

e) Revelation 2:28 
He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to 
pieces like pottery just as I have received authority from my 
Father. 

 
 


