
5782 - Leviticus 6-8 - Tzav (Command) 
 
6:9(2)"Give Aaron and his sons this command: 'These are the regulations for 
the burnt offering: The burnt offering is to remain on the altar hearth 
throughout the night, till morning, and the fire must be kept burning on 
the altar. 
 
1. The first two chapters of Sidrah Tzav contain detailed procedures that 

the Kohanim were required to follow in bringing the various sacrifices 
discussed in Sidrah Vayikra.1 

 

-Command. In Sidrah Vayikra, sacrifice appeared primarily as spon—ַצו .2

taneous act, an offering that a person brings on his own initiative (  ָאָדם
 When a man among you brings), but here it is presented ,ִּכי־ַיְקִריב ִמֶּכם

as a Divine command. Rashi explains the word ַצו, command, as signi-

fying a directive that is to take effect immediately but that also applies 
to future generations. 

 

 ,Aaron and his sons. In the entire Sidrah of Vayikra—ֶאת־ַאֲהרֹן ְוֶאת־ָּבָניו .3

Aaron's name did not appear alone, but only in the phrase: ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן, 
sons of Aaron. Now, at the start of this sidrah, Aaron is again men-
tioned in his own right. In the Midrash, R' Levi explains that Hashem 
was angry at Aaron because of his part in the sin of the golden calf. In 
fact, Hashem expressed the intent of obliterating Aaron and removing 
his name from the Torah, but Moses interceded on his behalf (Deu 
9:20). Moses argued that to give honor to the children while refusing 
to acknowledge the father would be like despising a well while en-
joying its water. Hashem heeded Moses prayer and so Aaron's name 
reappears starting with this verse.  
a. Romans 11:17-24 

17If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a 
wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now 
share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18do not consider 
yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider 
this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 
19You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I could be 
grafted in." 20Granted. But they were broken off because of unbe-
lief (i.e., not to make room for you), and you stand by faith. Do not 
be arrogant, but tremble. 21For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, he will not spare you either. 22Consider therefore the 

 
1 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah, Vayikra, (Mesorah Publications, ltd.), pp. 

48-57.  

kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Oth-
erwise, you also will be cut off. 23And if they do not persist in unbe-
lief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 
24After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, 
and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree!  

b. Acts 11:27-30 
27During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 28One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the 
Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire 
Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29The 
disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the 
brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30This they did, sending their 
gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  

c. 1Corinthians 16:1-4 
1Now about the collection for the Lord's people: Do what I told the 
Galatian k’hilot to do. 2On the first day of every week, each one of 
you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your in-
come, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to 
be made. 3Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to 
the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 
4If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me. 

 

 This is the law of the elevation-offering. The Torah—זֹאת ּתֹוַרת ָהעָֹלה .4

begins this new series of regulations with the עֹוָלה, olah, just as it did 

in the beginning of Vayikra (1:3). This highlights the importance at-
tached to thought in relation to deed. R Shimon ben Yochai tells us in 
the Midrash that the olah is meant to atone for sins committed in 
thought but not carried out indeed (Vayikra Rabbah 7). In contrast to 
the pagan view, illustrated in Greek mythology, that the crime is con-
demned without regard for the guilty party's degree of responsibility, 
the Torah places emphasis on the moral content of the act, as defined 
by the person's intention and his conscious will. If the olah brings out 
the critical role of thought, even when not translated into action, the 
nNyn [chatas] extends the individual's responsibility to sins commit-
ted unintentionally. Man must atone for his wrongful acts committed 
without deliberate will just as he must atone for immoral thoughts 
unconnected to action. Atonement through sacrifice is granted to 
man for these two kinds of sin in which either the action or the in-
tent is not sinful. The value of an act does not depend solely on its 
result; from a moral and religious point of view, evil thoughts cause a 



stain on the soul. Likewise, the value of an act does not depend solely 
on its motivation. Man has some degree of responsibility for all his ac-
tions, even the unwitting ones.  
a. Ecclesiastes 10:20 

20Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich 
in your bedroom, because a bird in the sky may carry your words, 
and a bird on the wing may report what you say.  

b. Isaiah 55:7 
7Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their 
thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  

c. Matthew 5:21-30 
21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'You shall 
not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 
22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 
will be subject to judgment ... 

27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adul-
tery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart ...  

d. Matthew 15:18-19 
18But the things that come out of a person's mouth come from the 
heart, and these defile them. 19For out of the heart (not the mind) 
come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 
false testimony, slander ... 

 
 All night. As mentioned above, the olah is meant to atone—ָּכל־ַהַּלְיָלה .5

for sins committed in thought but not carried out indeed. That, ex-
plains R Bachya, is why the sacrifice must remain on the flame of the 
Altar all night: impure thoughts assail the mind during the night. In-
deed, the prophet gives warning to those that plan iniquity and pre-
pare evil upon their beds, in order to carry it out when the morning is 
light (Michah 2:1). 

 

 Until the morning. The word morning, as seen by R' Chaim—ַעד־ַהּבֶֹקר .6

ben Attar, also refers to the dawn of the Messianic era. Thus, the To-
rah is telling us that these sacrifices will be required until that fu-
ture time. He then proceeds to calculate the end of the exile and the 
coming of the kingdom of God, which would occur in the second half 
of the sixth millennium. That calculation does not go beyond what the 
Talmud itself has mentioned (Avodah Zarah 9a). Consequently, there 
is no question of classifying R Chaim ben Attar among those who 
made elaborate calculations to predict when the Messiah would come 
—a practice forbidden by our Sages (Sanhedrin 99b). R Yehudah Ha-

Chasid condemns them in a particularly violent fashion: "If you see 
someone prophesying about the Messiah, be aware that he has fallen 
into sorcery and relations with demons; or else he is one of those who 
try to invoke supernatural forces using the Names of God. When he 
conjures up angels and spirits, they speak of the Messiah in order to 
induce him to reveal his speculations. Ultimately he becomes con-
founded because he has brought out demons instead and misfortune 
befalls him. The demons come and teach him their calculations and 
mysteries so as to confuse him and those who believe in him, for no 
one knows anything about the coming of the Messiah" (Sefer Chasi-
dim 12).  
a. Avodah Zerah 9a 

The Tanna debe Eliyyahu taught: The world is to exist six thousand 
years; the first two thousand years are to be void (i.e., without pos-
sessing the Divine Law); the next two thousand years are the period 
of the Torah, and the following two thousand years are the period 
of the Messiah. Through our many sins a number of these have al-
ready passed [and the Messiah is not yet].  

b. Sanhedrin 98a 
R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. Simeon 
b. Yohai's tomb. He asked him: ‘Have I a portion in the world to 
come?’ He replied, ‘if this Master desires it.’(39) R. Joshua b. Levi said, 
‘I saw two, but heard the voice of a third.’(40) He then asked him, 
‘When will the Messiah come?’—‘Go and ask him himself,’ was his 
reply. ‘Where is he sitting?’—‘At the entrance.’(41) And by what sign 
may I recognise him?’—‘He is sitting among the poor lepers: all of 
them untie [them](42) all at once, and rebandage them together,(43) 
whereas he unties and rebandages each separately, [before treating 
the next], thinking, should I be wanted, [it being time for my ap-
pearance as the Messiah] I must not be delayed [through having to 
bandage a number of sores].’ So he went to him and greeted him, 
saying, ‘peace upon thee, Master and Teacher.’ ‘peace upon thee, O 
son of Levi,’ he replied. ‘When wilt thou come Master?’ asked he, 
‘To-day,’ was his answer. On his returning to Elijah, the latter en-
quired, ‘What did he say to thee?’—‘peace Upon thee, O son of Levi,’ 
he answered. Thereupon he [Elijah] observed, ‘He thereby assured 
thee and thy father of [a portion in] the world to come.’ ‘He spoke 
falsely to me,’ he rejoined, ‘stating that he would come to-day, but 
has not.’ He [Elijah] answered him, ‘This is what he said to thee, To-
day, if ye will hear his voice.’(44)  
(39) He referred to the Shechinah, which was with them (Rashi). Maharsha 

renders: when thou art worthy thereof. 



(40) I.e., he saw only himself and Elijah there, but heard a third voice—that 
of the Shechinah. 

(41) Cur. edd. read ‘... of the town:’ The Vilna Gaon deletes this and substi-
tutes ‘of Rome.’ 

(42) The bandages of their sores for dressing. 
(43) I.e., if they have many leprous sores, they first take off all the bandag-

es, and treat each sore, then replace them together. 
(44) Ps. XCV, 7, thus he made his coming conditional—the condition was 

unfulfilled.  
1) Hebrews 3:7-19 

7So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice (Psa 
95:7), 8do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, 
during the time of testing in the wilderness, 9where your ances-
tors tested and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I 
did. 10That is why I was angry with that generation; I said, 'Their 
hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my 
ways.' 11So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never en-
ter my rest.'" 12See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
"Today," so that none of you may be hardened by sin's de-
ceitfulness. 14We have come to share in Messiah, if indeed we 
hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15As has just 
been said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts as you did in the rebellion." 16Who were they who heard 
and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 
17And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with 
those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? 
18And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his 
rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19So we see that they were 
not able to enter, because of their unbelief.  

c. Mark 13:24-32 
24"But in those days, following that distress, "'the sun will be dark-
ened, and the moon will not give its light (Isa 13:10); 25the stars will 
fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken' (Isa 34:4) 
26"At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory (Dan 7:13). 27And he will send his angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of the heavens (Zec 2:6). 

28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even 
so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, 
right at the door. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not 

pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

32"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
CJB—this people will certainly not pass away before all these 

things happen.  
d. Acts 1:6-7 

6Then the (disciples) gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He 
said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Fa-
ther has set by his own authority.  

e. 1Thessalonians 5:1-3 
1Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need 
to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, "Peace 
and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains 
on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  

f. 2Peter 3:9-10 
9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare. 

 
6:10(3)The priest shall then put on his linen clothes, with linen undergar-
ments next to his body, and shall remove the ashes of the burnt offering 
that the fire has consumed on the altar and place them beside the altar. 
 
 He shall pick up the ashes. This refers to cleaning the—ְוֵהִרים ֶאת־ַהֶּדֶׁשן .1

Altar, a task performed each morning at the beginning of the Divine 
service in the Temple. Our Sages conclude that it is up to every Jew 
to begin his daily Divine service by seeing to his hygienic needs ...  

But this mitzvah also teaches a lesson in humility, as R’ Bachya ibn 
Pakuda points out. It commands those holding the highest positions in 
the social hierarchy, people like Aaron and his sons, to personally look 
after the ordinary work involved in cleaning up (Chovot Halevavot 
[Duties of the Hearts], Sha’ar Hachna’ah [Gate of Submission] 82). 

R' Hirsch explains further that taking up the ashes at the start of 
each new day provides us with a look back at the accomplishments 
of the previous day. On the other hand, the subsequent action of re-
moving those ashes (v. 4) teaches us that each day starts afresh. We 
are told to consider our holy service as something absolutely new, as 



though it had never been done before. We are obliged to approach the 
duties awaiting us each day with the same feeling of joy that we felt on 
the first day. He shall remove the ashes to the outside of the camp—he 
must remove what is left of the previous day's service to make an abso-
lutely clean place for the service of the new day. Understood in this way, 
the instruction that the Kohen was to remove the ashes while wearing 
worn-out, less valuable clothing assumes new significance. The past 
must give way to the present; it must not be allowed to fill us with pride 
just before we begin the duties of a new day.  
a. 2Corinthians 10:7-18 

7You are judging by appearances. If anyone is confident that they 
belong to Messiah, they should consider again that we belong to 
Messiah just as much as they do. 8So even if I boast somewhat 
freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up 
rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9I do 
not want to seem to be trying to frighten you with my letters. 10For 
some say, "His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is 
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing." 11Such people 
should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, 
we will be in our actions when we are present. 12We do not dare to 
classify or compare ourselves with some who commend them-
selves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 

13We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will con-
fine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned 
to us, a sphere that also includes you. 14We are not going too far in 
our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for 
we did get as far as you with the gospel of Messiah. 15Neither do 
we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. 
Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of ac-
tivity among you will greatly expand, 16so that we can preach the 
gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast 
about work already done in someone else's territory. 17But, "Let the 
one who boasts boast in the Lord" (Jer 9:23-24). 18For it is not the 
one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom 
the Lord commends.  

b. Jonah 3:1-2 
1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2"Go to 
the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you."  
1) Judges 16:28-30 

28Then Samson prayed to the LORD, "Sovereign LORD, remember 
me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with 
one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes." 29Then 

Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the 
temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on 
the one and his left hand on the other, 30Samson said, "Let me 
die with the Philistines!" Then he pushed with all his might, and 
down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. 
Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.  

2) Micah 7:18-20 
18Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the 
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not 
stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19You will again 
have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and 
hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 20You will be 
faithful to Jacob, and show love to Abraham, as you pledged on 
oath to our ancestors in days long ago.  

c. 2Thessalonians 3:13 
13And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is 
good.  
1) Galatians 6:9-10 

9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.  

2) 2Corinthians 4:1 
1Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we 
do not lose heart.  

3) 2Corinthians 4:16-18 
16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 
6:14(11)"'These are the regulations for the grain offering: Aaron's sons are to 
bring it before the LORD, in front of the altar. 15The priest is to take a 
handful of the finest flour and some olive oil, together with all the in-
cense on the grain offering, and burn the memorial portion on the altar 
as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 16Aaron and his sons shall eat the rest 
of it, but it is to be eaten without yeast in the sanctuary area ... 17Like the 
sin offering and the guilt offering, it is most holy. 18Any male descend-
ant of Aaron may eat it. For all generations to come it is his perpetual 
share of the food offerings presented to the LORD. Whatever touches 
them will become holy. '" 



-Whatever touches them shall become holy. Holi—ּכֹל ֲאֶׁשר־ִיַּגע ָּבֶהם ִיְקָּדׁש .1

ness is not communicated by mere contact, but requires actual ab-
sorption of the holy substance, (Rashi, Zevachim 97b). This is not the 
case for the transmission of ritual contamination as we observe from 
the many examples given in chapters 11 through 14 of Leviticus. De-
pending on the situation, contamination spreads through direct or 
indirect contact, or by moving the object. It is like evil, which is easily 
spread. In contrast, holiness and goodness require real penetration 
to be transmitted to others.  
a. Leviticus 11:26-39 

26"'Every animal that does not have a divided hoof or that does not 
chew the cud is unclean for you; whoever touches the carcass of 
any of them will be unclean ... 31Of all those that move along the 
ground, these are unclean for you. Whoever touches them when 
they are dead will be unclean till evening ... 39"'If an animal that 
you are allowed to eat dies, anyone who touches its carcass will 
be unclean till evening.  
1) Leviticus 13:3 

3The priest is to examine the sore on the skin, and if the hair in 
the sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than 
skin deep, it is a defiling skin disease. When the priest examines 
that person, he shall pronounce them ceremonially unclean.  

2) Leviticus 15:1-12 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2"Speak to the Israelites 
and say to them: 'When any man has an unusual bodily dis-
charge, such a discharge is unclean. 3Whether it continues flow-
ing from his body or is blocked, it will make him unclean ... 
4"'Any bed the man with a discharge lies on will be unclean, and 
anything he sits on will be unclean. 5Anyone who touches his 
bed must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and they 
will be unclean till evening. 6Whoever sits on anything that the 
man with a discharge sat on must wash their clothes and bathe 
with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 7"'Whoever 
touches the man who has a discharge must wash their clothes 
and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 8"'If 
the man with the discharge spits on anyone who is clean, they 
must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and they will be 
unclean till evening. 9"'Everything the man sits on when riding 
will be unclean, 10and whoever touches any of the things that 
were under him will be unclean till evening; whoever picks up 
those things must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and 
they will be unclean till evening. 11"'Anyone the man with a dis-

charge touches without rinsing his hands with water must wash 
their clothes and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till 
evening. 12"'A clay pot that the man touches must be broken, 
and any wooden article is to be rinsed with water.  

3) Numbers 19:16-22 
16"Anyone out in the open who touches someone who has been 
killed with a sword or someone who has died a natural death, or 
anyone who touches a human bone or a grave, will be unclean 
for seven days ... 22Anything that an unclean person touches 
becomes unclean, and anyone who touches it becomes un-
clean till evening."  

4) Haggai 2:10-13 
10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second 
year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Hag-
gai: 11"This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Ask the priests 
what the law says: 12If someone carries consecrated meat in the 
fold of their garment, and that fold touches some bread or 
stew, some wine, olive oil or other food, does it become con-
secrated? '" The priests answered, "No." 13Then Haggai said, "If a 
person defiled by contact with a dead body touches one of 
these things, does it become defiled?" "Yes," the priests re-
plied, "it becomes defiled."  

b. Matthew 8:2-4 
2A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean." 3Yeshua reached out his 
hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Im-
mediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4Then Yeshua said to 
him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them." 


