
5782 – Leviticus 19-20 – Kedoshim (Be holy) – Pt. 2 
 
19:1The LORD said to Moses, 2"Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and 
say to them: 'Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 3"'Each of 
you must respect your mother and father, and you must observe my Sab-
baths. I am the LORD your God. 4"'Do not turn to idols or make metal 
gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your God. 
 
ִניִּכי ָקדֹוׁש ֲא  .1 —For I ... am holy. Man is perfectible because God his Crea-

tor is perfect. God's holiness is the guarantee of our potential for ho-
liness. The Sages in the Midrash distinguish between Divine holiness 
and the holiness of men, which is obviously of a lower order. God is 
holy in the absolute. whereas men who are bound to this earth can 
claim only a relative degree of holiness. This difference is reflected 

by two spellings of the word ָקדֹוׁש depending on whether it refers 

to God or to man. When referring to God. it is written in full [with the 
vav to indicate the fullness of holiness]. When referring to man, it is 

written without the vav, that is,  ֹׁשָקד , to signify the incomplete nature 

of man's holiness.1 
R’ Yehudah HaLevi2 writes that the adjective holy applied to Ha-

shem indicates that He is so sublime that no quality of His creatures 
can be applied to Him. And if such a quality is ever mentioned re-
garding Him, it is only in the figurative sense (Kuzari3 4:3). As Ram-
bam explains in his Guide for the Perplexed (1:59), God can be de-
scribed only in terms of what He is not. It cannot be otherwise, since 
God is immaterial in His essence, transcending the dimensions of 
time and space, even celestial space. That is the sense of the threefold 

holines, ָקדֹוׁש ָקדֹוׁש, ָקדֹוׁש [holy, holy, holy], attributed to God by the 

prophet Isaiah (6:3) and mentioned in our daily prayer service ...   
a. Exodus 33:17-23 

17And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have 
asked (i.e., in the aftermath of the incident with the Golden Calf, to 
forgive His people and send His Presence before them), because I am 
pleased with you and I know you by name." 18Then Moses said, 
"Now show me your glory." 19And the LORD said, "I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the 

 
1 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah, Vayikra, (Mesorah Publications, Ltd.), pp. 

208-224. 
2 Judah Halevi (c. 1075–1141) was a Spanish Jewish physician, poet and philoso-

pher. Halevi is considered one of the greatest Hebrew poets, celebrated both for 
his religious and secular poems, many of which appear in present-day liturgy. 
His greatest philosophical work was the Sefer ha-Kuzari. 

LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compas-
sion. 20But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see 
me and live." 21Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me 
where you may stand on a rock. 22When my glory passes by, I will 
put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by. 23Then I will remove my hand and you will see 
my back; but my face must not be seen."  
1) Isaiah 6:1-5 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and ex-
alted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to 
one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of his glory." 4At the sound of their voices the door-
posts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke. 5"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  

2) John 1:18 
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has 
made him known.  

3) 1Timothy 6:11-16 
11But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12Fight the 
good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called ... 15which God will bring about in his own time—
God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, 16who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproacha-
ble light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor 
and might forever. Amen.  

b. John 4:22-26 
22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming 

3 The Kuzari (Wanderers), full title Book of Refutation and Proof on Behalf of the 
Despised Religion, also known as the Book of the Khazar is one of the most fa-
mous works of Judah Halevi, completed in 1139-40 CE. The Khazars were a Tur-
kic people who occupied a large part of southern Russia from the 6th to the 
11th centuries and who converted to Judaism in the 8th century. 



and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Fa-
ther in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship 
in the Spirit and in truth." 25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" 
... "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 
26Then Yeshua declared, "I, the one speaking to you—I am he."  
1) Psalm 145:18 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him 
in truth.    

2) 2Corinthians 3:17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.  

c. Deuteronomy 5:15 
15Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your 
God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an out-
stretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you 
to observe the Sabbath day.  
1) Genesis 32:30 

30 So Jacob called the place (where he wrestled with the Angle of 
the LORD), Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, 
and yet my life was spared."  

2) Numbers 12:5-8 
5Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the 
entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam ... 6he 
said, "Listen to my words: "When there is a prophet among you, 
I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to them in 
dreams. 7But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful 
in all my house. 8With him I speak face to face, clearly and not 
in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"  

3) Judges 6:22-23 
22When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD (talk-
ing with him), he exclaimed, "Alas, Sovereign LORD! I have seen 
the angel of the LORD face to face!" 23But the LORD said to him, 
"Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die."  

d. Ecclesiastes 4:12 
12Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A 
cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  

 
4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zppnqhv/revision/2 
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1) The covenant between Abraham and God consisted of three sep-
arate parts: the promised land, the promise of the descend-
ants, the promise of blessing and redemption.4  

2) The foundation-stone of Chassidism is the Zoharic dictum of the 
intrinsic unity of G-d, Torah and the People of Israel (a Jew). R. 
Israel Baal Shem Tov thus taught: The essence of avodah (wor-
ship) is that man bring himself to an all-encompassing love of 
G-d, love of Torah, and love of Israel.5  

3) In general, a brit refers to a covenant—a pledge of obligation be-
tween two parties which is sometimes accompanied by a token 
signifying the brit. Historically, there have been three signs 
that point out the three major covenants between God and 
people.6 

The first is Shabbat, which was given to serve as a sign of 
creation: "The Israelite people shall keep the Sabbath, observing 
the Sabbath throughout the ages as a covenant for all time: it 
shall be a sign for all time between Me and the people of Israel" 
(Exo 31:16-17). 

The second is the rainbow, which was given to symbolize the 
renewal of mankind after the Noah flood: "God further said, 
‘This is the sign that I set for the covenant between Me and you, 
and every living creature with you, for all ages to come. I have 
set My bow in the clouds, and it shall serve as a sign of the cove-
nant between Me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 
earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, I will remember My 
covenant between Me and you and every living creature among 
all flesh, so that the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh’” (Gen 9:12-15). 

And the last is [circumcision], which was established as the 
sign signifying the beginning of the Hebrew nation: "Such shall 
be the covenant between Me and you and your offspring to fol-
low which you shall keep: every male among you shall be cir-
cumcised. You shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and 
that shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you" (Gen 
17:10-11).  

4) In Jewish religious consciousness, the number three has always 
served as a basic organizing  principle. From the three Patri-
archs to the three annual pilgrimage holidays and the three 
daily prayers, threes abound.(1)7 This may simply be a reflection 

6 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/three-biblical-signs-of-covenant/ 
7 https://kipdf.com/the-power-of-threes-mark-verman_5b00bee48ead0ed99f8b 

456f.html 



of a mnemonic strategy that grouping items in threes is rela-
tively easy to  remember—beyond that it becomes more chal-
lenging. Or, as will  become evident in the course of this exposi-
tion, threefold constructs so thoroughly permeate Jewish life 
and thought that they represent a foundational reality. 

An early rabbinic formulation of the centrality of the threefold 
pattern is the following statement: "That Galilean [R. Yose] ex-
pounded according to R. Hisda: 'Blessed is the Merciful One  who 
gave a threefold Torah, to a three-fold nation, by means of the 
third-born [Moses], on the third day, in the third month.'"(3) 

Herein, R. Yose associated the three parts of the Hebrew 
Scriptures—Torah, Prophets, and Writings—with the "threefold 
nation"—Priests, Levites, and Israelites. This is then connected 
to Moses and the revelation on Mt. Sinai, which occurred during 
Sivan, on the third day of Divinely mandated preparation—On 
the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder, and light-
ning, and a dense cloud upon the mountain (Ex. 19:16).  
(1) In R. Moshe Sabar’s Mikhlol ha-Maamarim ve-ha-Pitgamim (From all 

of the Articles and Stories [collected by or from HaRav Moshe Sever]), 
(Jerusalem: Mossad Ha-Rav Kook, 1962)  pp. 1781-1811, approxi-
mately 1,000 pithy rabbinic statements are found that are based on 
the number three. Among them is the well-known statement from 
Pirkei Avot 1:2 by Simon the Just: "Upon three things the world 
stands: on the Torah, on [Divine] service and on acts of kindness." 

(3) Shabbat 88a.  
5) The Torah can be thought of as having three parts: the moral, 

the civil and the ceremonial.  
6) In the Hebrew canon the Prophets are divided into:  

The Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings).  
The Latter Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel  
The Twelve or Minor Prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jo-
nah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi).  

7) The Apostolic literature is often divided into three parts:  
The Gospels and Acts of the Apostles 

The Epistles 

The Revelation to John 

 

 
 

 
8 Tertullian (c. 155–c. 240? [CE]) was a prolific early Christian author from Car-

thage ... he was the first Christian author to produce an extensive corpus of 
Latin Christian literature. He was an early apologist and a polemicist against 

8) Matthew 28:19 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ...  
a) Galatians 4:6 

6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  

b) Tertullian,8 a Latin theologian who wrote in the early 3rd-cen-
tury, is credited as being the first to use the Latin words "Trin-
ity," "person" and "substance" to explain that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are "tres personae, una substantia." But, the 
“first draft” of the doctrine of the Trinity was not ratified un-
til the First Council of Nicaea in 325 CE and not finalized until 
the First Council of Constantinople in 381 CE.  
1] Hebrews 1:3 

3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven.  

2] Colossians 1:15 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation.  

3] In the Scripture, the term “Father” is used of God. But be-
cause “God is spirit” (John 4:24 [above]) and transcends 
the universe, He manifests His presence in one of two 
ways—physically and visibly as the “Angel of the LORD, 
or the “Son,” etc. and physically and invisibly as the 
“Holy Spirit.”  

In contrast, the holiness of human beings is only relative. It is the 
merest reflection of God's holiness. It can best be defined in its nega-
tive aspect as the practice of abstinence. In its positive aspect it can be 
described as the imitation of God through the practice of His thirteen-
principles of love (Midrash) (20:11). 

The supreme goal of Torah laws is man's holiness, which is the 
outcome of keeping all of the mitzvot, both those which are positive 

and those which are negative:   ַוֲעִׂשיֶתם ֶאת־ָּכל־ִמְצֹוָתי ִוְהִייֶתם ְקדִֹׁשים
 that you do all My commandments and be holy for your God ,ֵלאֹלֵהיֶכם

(Num 15:40). 

heresy, including contemporary Christian Gnosticism. Tertullian has been called 
"the father of Latin Christianity" and "the founder of Western theology." 



e. 2Corinthians 9:8 
8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  
1) Colossians 1:9-12 

9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not 
stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with 
the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and under-
standing that the Spirit gives, 10so that you may live a life wor-
thy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and patience, 12and giving 
joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 
the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.  

2) 2Timothy 3:16-17 
16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuk-
ing, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the serv-
ant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

2. (v. 3) ִּתיָראּו ִאּמֹו ְוָאִביו —You shall revere your father and mother. As ex-

plained by R’ Hirsch, respect for parents and observance of the Sab-
bath are two critical factors in training a man for a life of holiness. 

The first step toward הָּׁש ָקדֹו , holiness, is respect for parents. In his 

commentary to the Ten Commandments (Exo 20:12), he discusses the 
role of parents as the repository of Jewish history and tradition. For 
their children, they are the representatives of God on earth. But here 
in the chapter on holiness, emphasis is placed on the children's duty 

to revere parents, using the word ִּתיָראּו, you shall revere, in contrast to 

the Ten Commandments where the word  ַדּבֵ ּכ , honor, is used. Ac-

ceptance of parental authority is a necessary stage in the self-denial 
needed for attaining holiness. 

Significantly, respect for the Sabbath is mentioned side-by-side 
with respect for parents. This suggests the one limitation to the obedi-
ence which the child must show his parents. As Rashi notes: Although 
I command you to obey your father, if he tells you to violate the Sab-
bath, do not listen to him. The same is true of all other mitzvot. Both 
you and your father are equally obliged to obey Me. That is why you 
are not to listen to him if it means going against My words. What 
gives the Jewish national character its specific stamp is respect for 

 
9 https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2171100/jewish/Interpolated-

Translation.htm 

parents and observance of the Sabbath. As long as these two pillars 
endure, our relations with God are maintained on a solid footing and 
Hashem says, I am Hashem your God. Indeed, concludes R' Hirsch, ex-
perienceteaches us that if one of these two pillars wavers, the other is 
brought down with it.  
a. Exodus 20:12 

12"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

ָך ִאֶּמ ְוֶאת־  ָאִביָךַּכֵּבד ֶאת־  
 

Leviticus 19:3 
3"'Each of you must respect your mother and father, and you must 
observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.  
CJB, LXX—"'Every one of you is to revere his father and mother ...  
JPS, KJV, YLT—Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father ...  
NAB, NAS, NKJ, OKE, PJE, DSS, RSV, TNK—Each of you revere (or 

reverence) your mother and father ...  
NIRV—"'All of you must have respect for your mother and father ...  
NJB—"Each of you will respect father and mother ... 

 
 .fear, be afraid, revere—(ya-rei) ָיֵרא

דבֵ ּכַ   (ka-ved)—be heavy, grievous, hard, rich, honorable, glorious. 
 

1) You have been taught that you must honor your parents, which 
means that you must feed, clothe, and escort them whenever 
necessary. In addition to honoring them, everyone must re-
spect his mother and his father, which means that you must 
not sit in their seats, not speak when it is their turn to speak, 
and not contradict them explicitly. Even though children natu-
rally respect their fathers more than their mothers and honor 
their mothers more than their fathers, you must be careful to re-
spect your mother as much as you do your father and to honor 
your father as much as you do your mother.9  

2) Kiddushin (Santification) 30b-31a 
It was taught: Rabbi said: It is revealed and known to Him Who 
decreed, and the world came into existence, that a son honours 
his mother more than his father,  
because she sways him by words; therefore the Holy One, 
blessed be He, placed the honour of the father before that of the 
mother. It is revealed and known to Him Who decreed, and the 



world came into existence, that a son reverences his father 
more than his mother, because he teaches him Torah, therefore 
the Holy One, blessed be He, put the fear [reverence] of the 
mother before that of the father.  

3) According to the Rabbis:  
a) The father tends to be the parent who disciplines the child—

the mother tends to be the parent who is more affectionate 
and kind.  

b) Therefore a child tends to “honor” the mother, and “fear” the 
father—but the Torah insists on the child showing honor and 
reverence to both.  

4) The word “revere” means to be in awe of and respect deeply, to 
venerate. It may also be used in the sense of to worship or to 
adore.  
It is said that the commandment requires this primarily because 
of the role our parents played in giving us life and sustaining us 
through childhood.  
The word “honor” is similar. It can mean to show respect to, but 
it can also mean to be a credit to. 


