
5781 - Leviticus 6-9 - Tzav (Command) 
 
How to Destroy Complacency1 
 
Perhaps nothing captures the indifferent spirit of our times like the 
ubiquitous "whatever."  
Ask your teenager, "What's bothering you?" He'll answer, "Whatever."  
A husband asks his wife, "Did I do something to upset you?" Her disap-
pointed face grimaces, "Whatever .."  
Whatever," means I don’t think you sincerely care. It reflects a caustic apa-
thy that says we both know that what is will always be. Neither of us will 
put forth the necessary effort to create change. And let's be honest, nei-
ther of us believe we can transform our circumstances. So, why are we 
even bothering to discuss this? 
 
A short verse in this week's Parshah shatters this complacent, paralyzing 
attitude.  
The portion begins with the words: "G-d spoke to Moses, saying: Com-
mand Aaron and his sons." (Lev 6:1-2)  
The word tzav ("command") implies an urging for now and for future 
generations (Rashi). Perhaps it is a hint to our generation.  

The fire upon the altar shall be kept burning ... and the priest shall 
burn wood on it every morning—LEVITICUS 6:5  
Although a divine, heavenly fire descended upon the altar, the 
priest was commanded to add a humanly produced fire to it.—ERUVIN 

[MIXTURES] 63A  
The fire that the priests were commanded to light on the altar is a meta-
phor for our effort. G-d grants us many gifts. But G-d asks us to take the 
building tools of what we have been given and create from it a flaming 
fire.  
This principle holds true in all areas of our lives. Though life's gifts are 
bestowed upon us from Above, G-d desires that we contribute our own 
initiative.  
The altar represents the heart of man, our feelings and self worth. In a 
world filled with dejection, instead of resigning ourselves to passivity, we 
must constantly fuel our flames of optimism. We were created to create 
change in our world. We can make a difference. And once we have exert-
ed ourselves, G-d will crown our struggles with unimaginable success. 
 

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbat deLights, Vayikra/Bamidbar/Devarim, (Chabad.org), 
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But who am I? We wonder. How can I create a fire of enduring worth? How 
can I change a cold, uncaring environment and fire it up with warmth, 
love, and goodness?  
The challenge seems daunting. I can't possibly be charged with creating 
infinite light. And yet, G-d commands us to do our part.  
Sustain your passion and enthusiasm in fulfilling the purpose for which 
you were created-to raise up to G-d the material of our everyday exist-
ence.  
The fire of the altar teaches:  

1) Ignite your fire. Believe that you matter and can make an impact.  
2) Do your part and G-d will crown your efforts.  

G-d adds His own divine fires to our humanly built one.  
If we believe, we can. But only if we act upon that belief. 
 
1. And let's be honest, neither of us believe we can transform our circum-

stances. So, why are we even bothering to discuss this?  
a. Ecclesiastes 2:18-23 

18I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I 
must leave them to the one who comes after me. 19And who knows 
whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have con-
trol over all the fruit of my toil into which I have poured my effort 
and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20So my heart be-
gan to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21For a 
person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they 
must leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This 
too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22What do people get 
for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under the 
sun? 23All their days their work is grief and pain; even at night their 
minds do not rest. This too is meaningless.  

b. Psalm 39:4-7 
4"Show me, LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me 
know how fleeting my life is. 5You have made my days a mere 
handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Eve-
ryone is but a breath, even those who seem secure. 6"Surely eve-
ryone goes around like a mere phantom; in vain they rush about, 
heaping up wealth without knowing whose it will finally be. 7"But 
now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope is in you. 

 
 
 



2. 6:12The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out.  
a. The evening sacrifice is to be kept burning through the night so 

those flames can be used to kindle the wood for the morning burnt 
offering. 

b. (v’ha-esh al ha-miz-bei-ach tu-kad bo)    ְוָהֵאׁש ַעל־ַהִּמְזֵּבַח ּתּוַקד־ּבֹו 
Lit., the fire upon the altar is burning (or kindled) on it …  
1) “The last Hebrew word can also be read “within him” (instead of 

“on it”). This prompted comment that the fire on the altar must 
be paralleled by a fire in the heart of the officiating priest, 
whose enthusiasm for the sacred nature of the work must 
never be lost.  
a) The congregation, for its part, must recognize its responsibil-

ity to see that the enthusiasm and dedication of the (leaders) 
are never extinguished.”2  

2) Galatians 6:9-10 
9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.  

3) 1Corinthians 15:58 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.  

c. 5 The priest must kindle fresh wood upon it every morning … 
anyone offering up a sacrifice must intend to thereby offer up him-
self and draw closer to God. The different types of offerings reflect 
the specific aspects of the self that must be refined, elevated, and 
brought close to God, but the common denominator of all types of 
offerings is the general, all-embracing submission to God … 
The submission of the total human being is expressed in the dona-
tion of the wood for the Altar, on top of which every offering was 
placed. In donating the wood, the donor knew that his donation 
would be subordinate to the chief entity—the animal being sacri-
ficed. Furthermore, his wood would not necessarily be used to 
burn his own offering; it would most likely be used to burn some-
one else’s. The absence of the self in this offering parallels the self-
lessness manifest in our general submission to God.  

 
2 David L. Lieber, Sr. Ed., Etz Hayim, Torah and Commentary, (The Jewish Publica-

tion Society), p. 613. 

The greatest self-effacement, however, was demonstrated by 
those who chopped down the trees for the wood. Unlike those 
who donated the wood and saw it immediately attain the holy 
status that made it fit for the Altar, the woodchoppers did their 
work long before the wood was consecrated. They did not see 
the logs they cut become holy and part of the Temple service, 
even though this was their intention. Their task, therefore, af-
forded the least possibility of becoming caught up in the exhila-
ration of achievement and thereby forgetting that true greatness 
and worth are achieved through serving God with complete self-
lessness and transparency.  
The goal, then, is to be a “woodchopper”: to remain focused on 
serving God with consummate selflessness.3 

 
3. The fire that the priests were commanded to light on the altar is a met-

aphor for our effort.  
a. Romans 9:14-18—Israel’s connection to God 

14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15For he says to 
Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion" (Exo 33:19). 16It does not, 
therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God's mer-
cy. 17For Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very 
purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth." 18Therefore God has mercy on 
whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to 
harden.  
1) Romans 14:19 

19Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace 
and to mutual edification.  

b. Ephesians 4:2-3 
2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one an-
other in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.  

c. Hebrews 4:9-13 
9There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10for an-
yone who enters God's rest also rests from their works, just as God 
did from his. 

11Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that 
no one will perish by following their example of disobedience. 12For 
the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

 
3 www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/2164703/jewish/Chassidic-Insights.htm 



marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing 
in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered 
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give ac-
count.  

d. 2Peter 1:10-11 
10Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm 
your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never 
stumble, 11and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Yeshua the Messiah. 

 
4. Do your part and G-d will crown your efforts.  

a. 1Corinthians 9:25 
25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown (stephanos) that will not last, but we do 
it to get a crown that will last forever.  
CJB—to win a laurel wreath that will soon wither away But we do it 

to win a crown that will last forever.  
KJV—to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  
MIT—to receive a garland that will wither. Ours will be one that 

will not wilt.  
NAS—They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 

imperishable.  
NIV—to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown 

that will last forever.  
NJB—to win a wreath that will wither, whereas ours will never wither.  
NKJ—to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 

crown.  
RSV—to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  
YLT—that a corruptible crown they may receive, but we an incor-

ruptible.  
1) στέφανος (stephanos)—a wreath consisting either of foliage or of 

precious metals formed to resemble foliage and worn as a sym-
bol of honor, victory, or as a badge of high office.   

2) 2Timothy 2:4-13 
4No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but 
rather tries to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, anyone 
who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor's crown 
(stephanoo) except by competing according to the rules. 6The 
hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 
crops. 7Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you in-
sight into all this ... 

11Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will al-
so live with him; 12if we endure, we will also reign with him. If 

we disown him, he will also disown us; 13if we are faithless, he 
remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.  

b. Philippians 4:1 
1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!  
 ,can designate the crown of the queen (Jer 13:18)—(atarah) ֲעָטָרה (1

the nobility (Est 8:15) or the bridegroom (Song 3:11). While the 
crown could be made of gold and silver (Psa 21:3 [H 4]; Zech 
6:11), it could also be a garland of flowers (Ezek 23:42).   
By far the most significant use of this word is the figurative. 
It is used metaphorically to show honor and authority, This is 
seen particularly in Proverbs where grey hair (Prov 16:31), 
grandchildren (Prov 17:6), good wife (Prov 12:4), and wisdom 
(Prov 4:9; Prov 14:24) are considered a crown. The ultimate met-
aphor is found in Isa 28:5 where it is the Lord who will be the 
crown of the remnant! He will bless them and be their pride (cf. 
Ezek 16:12).   

c. 1Thessalonians 2:19 
19For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory 
in the presence of our Lord Yeshua when he comes? Is it not you?  

d. 2Timothy 4:8 
8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-- and 
not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

e. James 1:12 
12Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having 
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the 
Lord has promised to those who love him.  

f. 1Peter 5:1-4 
1To the elders among you … 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is 
under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dis-
honest gain, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted 

�to you, but being exam ples to the flock. 4And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown (stephanos) of glory 
that will not fade away.  

g. Revelation 2:10 
10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
and I will give you life as your victor's crown.  



CJB—I will give you life as your crown.  
KJV, NAS, NKJ, RSV, YLT—and I will give thee a crown of life.  
MIT—and I will supply you with the crown of life.  
NIRV—Then I will give you a crown. The crown is life itself.  
NJB—and I will give you the crown of life for your prize.  

h. Revelation 14:14 
14I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on 
the cloud was one like a son of man with a crown (stephanos) of 
gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 

 
Leviticus 7:12-13 
12"along with this thank offering they are to offer thick loaves made 
without yeast ... 13Along with their fellowship offering of thanksgiving 
they are to present an offering with thick loaves of bread made with 
yeast.  
1. “There appears to be a contradiction here in the regulations concerning 

the תודה offering and the fact that it was made up partially of leav-

ened loaves, seeing the Torah had stated elsewhere (Lev 2, 11) that ‘no 
manner of leavened material or honey is to be offered up on the Altar.’ 

The fact is that these loaves of the תודה offering were not put on the 

Altar at all ... the loaves were only ‘waved’ above the Altar not deposit-
ed or burned upon it.”4  
a. Leviticus 2:11 

11‘Every grain offering you bring to the LORD must be made with-
out yeast, for you are not to burn any yeast or honey in a food 
offering presented to the LORD. 12You may bring them to the 
LORD as an offering of the firstfruits, but they are not to be of-
fered on the altar as a pleasing aroma.  

b. “According to the plain meaning of our text the purpose of the of-
ferings is to atone for one’s sins. Had it not been for the evil urge 
man would never have committed a sin in the first place. There 
would not have been any need for such offerings then ... chametz 
... is a symbol of the evil urge.”5  

c. Exodus 12:14-20 (Cf., Deu 16:13) 
14"This is a day you are to commemorate … a lasting ordinance. 15For 
seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first 
day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything 

 
4 Eliyahu Munk, Torah Commentary by Rabbi Bachya ben Asher, Vol. 5, (Lambda 

Publishers, Inc.), p. 1554. 
5 Ibid, pp. 1496-1497. 

with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut 
off from Israel ... 19And anyone, whether foreigner or native-born, who 
eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community 
of Israel. 20Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you 
must eat unleavened bread."  

4) Luke 12:1 
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that 
they were trampling on one another, Yeshua began to speak first to 
his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  
Matthew 16:6,11—“the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
Mark 8:15—“the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”  

5) 1Corinthians 5:6-8 (CJB) 
6Your boasting is not good. Don't you know the saying, "It takes on-
ly a little hametz to leaven a whole batch of dough?" 7Get rid of 
the old hametz, so that you can be a new batch of dough, be-
cause in reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach lamb, the 
Messiah, has been sacrificed. 8So let us celebrate the Seder not with 
leftover hametz, the hametz of wickedness and evil, but with the 
matzah of purity and truth.  

6) Galatians 5:7-9 
7You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from 
obeying the truth? 8That kind of persuasion does not come from 
the one who calls you. 9"A little yeast works through the whole 
batch of dough."  

2. Leviticus 23:15-17 
15"From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the 
wave offering, count off seven full weeks. 16Count off fifty days up to 
the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new 
grain to the LORD. 17From wherever you live, bring two loaves made 
of two-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour, baked with yeast, as a 
wave offering of firstfruits to the LORD. 

 


