
5781 – Genesis 23-25 – Chayei Sarah (Sarah’s Life) 
 
Is it just me, or does it seem like every other week we learn of another 
scandal involving some powerful, prominent leader?  
A pious teacher who preached the high ground was found in a compromis-
ing situation ... or the influential, squeaky-clean political figure was being 
bribed all along.  
The rumors leak out, and we’re suddenly bombarded with proof about in-
appropriate conduct by individuals whom we had respected. Often enough, 
the scandal happened months or years before it becomes public. But sooner 
or later, the mask is stripped away and the fraudulent leader is exposed.  
The Mishnah at the very end of Tractate Sotah tells us that the generation 
before Moshiach will have leaders with “the face of a dog.”  
Ever watch a dog? He runs ahead freely, as if he is the master. But once 
there is a fork in the road, or a path that requires a decision, it becomes 
obvious that he is no leader. Now he looks back and awaits his master’s 
direction, because his own sense of right and wrong is so totally inade-
quate.  
Doesn’t it sound a little like our generation, with our leaders lacking cour-
age, backbone, and moral clarity? Leaders who don’t know how to lead. 
 
Sarah’s name means “princess” or “ruler.” Sarah realized that in order for 
teachers to educate and lead effectively, they need to clearly uphold their 
authority as mentors. Sarah taught her family, by example, that a leader 
must have a sense of moral clarity and dignity.  
She and her husband were on a mission to teach the world about the one 
and true G-d. When she felt that there were negative influences in her 
own home, she took the uncomfortable position of insisting that they be 
sent away. And G-d personally told Abraham, “Listen to her voice.”  
1. On the verse, ‘And the souls that they had gotten (the Hebrew is literally 

made) in Haran’ (Gen. xii. 5), we are told, ‘Abraham made proselytes 
among the men and Sarah among the women. Whoever brings a hea-
then near (to God) and converts him is as though he had created him’ 
(Gen. R. XXXIX. 14). One Rabbi even declared: ‘The Holy One, blessed be 
He, did not exile Israel among the nations for any other reason than 
that proselytes should be added to them’ (Pes. 87b).1  
a) Sanhedrin 99b 

Reb Lakish said: He who teaches Torah to his neighbour’s son is re-
garded by Scripture as though he had fashioned him, as it is written, 
 

 
1 Dr. A Cohen, Everyman’s Talmud, (E.P.Dutton & Co., 1949), pp. 63,64. 

and the souls which they had made in Haran.(27)  
(27) Genesis. XII, 5. Since no human being can make (create) life, this is in-

terpreted as meaning whom Abraham (and Sarah) taught.  
2. Genesis 21:8-14 

8The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned 
Abraham held a great feast. 9But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 10and she said to 
Abraham, "Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman's 
son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac." 11The matter 
distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 12But God 
said to him, "Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave 
woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac 
that your offspring will be reckoned.  
a. Women are more soulful than men. While men may excel in physical 

prowess, women are far ahead when it comes to spiritual strength. 
Women are more sensitive to matters of the soul, more receptive to 
ideas of faith, more drawn to the divine than men. The feminine soul 
has an openness to the abstract and a grasp of the intangible that a 
male soul can only yearn for. This is why G-d told Abraham, the first 
Jewish man, "Whatever Sarah your wife tells you, listen to her voice." 
She was the greater prophet, her soul more intuitive than his.2  
When I first heard this idea, it suddenly all made sense. There is in-
deed a balance between men and women. Men have stronger bodies, 
women have stronger souls. 

 
But it was only at the end of her life that Sarah’s leadership was fully evident.  
This week’s Parshah, Chayei Sarah, means “the life of Sarah.” Paradoxical-
ly, it begins by telling us about the death of Sarah. Yet after her death, 
when her children and followers carry on her ideals, her influence be-
comes even more realized.  
The conclusion of Sarah’s life attested to the greatness of her leadership 
throughout her life, how she was constantly striving to reach higher.  
Moreover, in her death, Sarah becomes even more alive. Her teachings 
and inspiration gain greater influence. By calling this portion, “the life of 
Sarah,” we learn that the true value of Sarah’s life became clear following 
her death, when the eternity of her values become revealed and carried on 
through those she influenced so positively and so thoroughly.  
Because a true leader doesn’t just lead. Through his personal example, 
he empowers others to lead.  

 
2 https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2576222/jewish/The-Gender-

Gap.htm 



A leader doesn’t just do good deeds. He teaches others the meaning of 
goodness.  
A leader doesn’t just act with moral clarity. He teaches others what mo-
rality means.  
Imagine if we had more examples of such leadership today. Imagine if we 
would become such examples.  
3. John 16:4-11 

5but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, 'Where 
are you going?' 6Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said 
these things. 7But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am go-
ing away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if 
I go, I will send him to you.  

4. The previous two parashiot, Lech Lecha and Vayeira, are entirely devot-
ed to the life and times of Abraham. Although the chronicle of Abra-
ham continues through this parashah, Chayei Sarah, as well, it seems 
to be mainly devoted to "closing the curtain" on his life, as we see 
him burying his wife, preparing the way for his son's succession, and 
finally dying.  
On the other hand, neither does it really focus on Abraham's succes-
sor, Isaac. Even though the bulk of the parashah is concerned with the 
arrangements for Rebecca's betrothal to Isaac, hardly any of Isaac's 
own actions and not even one word of his are recorded. What then, is 
the focus of this parashah?  
As we have seen, the key to understanding the content and central 
point of a parashah is its name. Inasmuch as Chayei Sarah means 
"the life of Sarah," it follows that it is Sarah who is the subject, the 
protagonist, the heroine of this parashah.  
At first glance, this seems baffling ... parashat Chayei Sarah in its en-
tirety seems to emphasize the finality of her death: Abraham must 
arrange for her burial, he must find a wife for his son to succeed Sarah 
as the matriarch of his household, and he marries Hagar in order to 
have a wife in Sarah's stead. Finally, the parashah closes by recording 
the genealogy of Ishmael, whom Sarah had expelled from her home.  
But in truth, all these constituent episodes of this parashah serve to 
demonstrate how Sarah's life indeed did not end with her death. Ra-
ther, the influence of the values and ideals that she stood for and 
worked toward throughout her lifetime continued on after her death. 
This is the most substantial evidence that her life played a pivotal 
role both in the development of the Jewish people as well as in the 
progressive dissemination of Divine consciousness to the world.  

Abraham was undoubtedly the trailblazer in disseminating the aware-
ness of God in the world ... But in order to spread the message of mon-
otheism, morality, and justice to an idolatrous, immoral, and unjust 
world, he had to focus persistently on humanity's great potential, de-
liberately turning a blind eye to its imperfections. Abraham personi-
fied chesed, the primary attribute defining God's relationship with the 
world: giving endlessly and indiscriminately, accepting everyone with 
unqualified love, seeing them as the best they can be regardless of who 
they are now.  
Sarah participated in Abraham's great enterprise, helping him spread 
his message among the world's women with the same undiscriminat-
ing eye he used toward the world's men ...3  

5. 24:67Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married 
Rebekah.  
a. Genesis Rabbah 60:16 

"Isaac brought her into the tent [and behold, she was like] his mother 
Sarah" (Gen. 24:67). As long as Sarah lived, a cloud [of glory] hovered 
over the entrance to her tent. After she died, the cloud disappeared. 
But when Rebekah came, the cloud returned. As long as Sarah lived, 
her doors were wide open to wayfarers; at her death, such openness 
ceased. But when Rebekah came, openness returned. As long as Sarah 
lived, blessing was dis patched into the dough she baked; at her death, 
such blessing ceased. But when Rebekah came, the blessing returned. 
As long as Sarah lived, a lamp was alight [in her tent] from one Sabbath 
eve to the next; at her death, the light ceased. But when Rebekah came, 
the light returned.(430) WHEN ISAAC SAW HER FOLLOWING HIS 
MOTHER'S WAYS, separating her challah in ritual cleanness, and cut-
ting up her dough in ritual cleanness, "Isaac brought her into the tent 
[and behold, she was like] his mother Sarah."   
(430) The cloud over the tent is taken to represent modesty; the open doors, 

hospitality and compassion; blessing in the dough, bliss in the house-
hold; and the lamp alight, industry (Moshe Aryeh Mirkin on Gen. R. 
60:16, Midrash R. [Tel Aviv, 1956-67], p. 316).  

הָׂשָר  « ָׂשָרי .6  

a. “Rashi: Sarai (ָׂשָרי, suffixed by the letter Yud) means “my princess,” 

suggesting that she is a princess for me (i.e., for Avraham), but not 

for others. Now, Sarah ( ה ָׂשָר  ) shall be her name. The absence of any 

suffix indicates that she will be a princess to all mankind.”4  

 
3 www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/762829/jewish/Overview.htm 
4 Rabbi Chaim Miller, Ed., The Gutnick Edition Chumash (Kol Menachem), p. 95. 



7. The numerical value of י (yod) is 10, half of which is (5) ה. From the 

original name ָׂשָרי (Sarai) God removed the י and gave half to her, mak-

ing the name  הָׂשָר  (Sarah), and half to Abraham, changing his name 

from ַאְבָרם (Abram) to  םָה ַאְבָר  (Abraham). 

a. Abram and Sarai cannot beget children—but, Abraham and Sarah can! 
 
8. The importance of “memory.”  

a. Proverbs 10:7 (CJB) 
7The memory of the righteous will be for a blessing, but the repu-
tation of the wicked will rot.  
1) One of the things that Jews say to one another at the loss of a 

loved one is: “May their memory be for a blessing.”  
2) And, the reason that headstones (in a Jewish cemetery) are put up 

on the first anniversary of a loved one’s death (and not earlier) is 
to counter the idea that a headstone is required to help a mourn-
er remember the deceased.   

b. 2Samuel 18:16-18 (CJB) 
18In his own lifetime Avshalom had taken and raised for himself 
the pillar which stands in the King's Valley; because he said, "I 
don't have a son to preserve the memory of my name." So he 
named the pillar after himself, and it's called Avshalom's Monument 
to this day.  

c. Matthew 26:6-13 
6While Yeshua was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7a 
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive per-
fume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 
8When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" 
they asked ... 11The poor you will always have with you, but you 
will not always have me. 12When she poured this perfume on my 
body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13Truly I tell you, wherever 
this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done 
will also be told, in memory of her."  

d. Luke 22:14-23 (CJB) 
14When the time came (to observe Passover), Yeshua and the emis-
saries reclined at the table, 15and he said to them, "I have really 
wanted so much to celebrate this Seder with you before I die! 16For I 
tell you, it is certain that I will not celebrate it again until it is given 
its full meaning in the Kingdom of God." 17Then, taking a cup of 
wine, he made the b'rakhah and said, "Take this and share it among 
yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on, I will not drink the 
'fruit of the vine' until the Kingdom of God comes." 19Also, taking a 

piece of matzah, he made the b'rakhah, broke it, gave it to them and 
said, "This is my body, which is being given for you; do this in 
memory of me." 20He did the same with the cup after the meal, say-
ing, "This cup is the New Covenant, ratified by my blood, which is 
being poured out for you. 21"But look! The person who is betraying 
me is here at the table with me! 22The Son of Man is going to his 
death according to God's plan, but woe to that man by whom he is 
being betrayed!" 23They began asking each other which of them 
could be about to do such a thing.  

e. Megillah 7a. 
R. Samuel bar judah said: Esther sent word to The sages, saying: [By 
a book or a festival], fix the memory of me for generations to come. 
They sent word to her: Such an act would cause ill will against us 
among the nations of the world. She replied to them: But I am al-
ready recorded in the Chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia.   

f. Sirach 35:6-7 (RSV) 
6The offering of a righteous man anoints the altar, and its pleasing 
odor rises before the Most High. 7The sacrifice of a righteous man is 
acceptable, and the memory of it will not be forgotten.  

g. Sirach 45:1-5 (RSV) 
1From his descendants the Lord brought forth a man of mercy, who 
found favor in the sight of all flesh and was beloved by God and 
man, Moses, whose memory is blessed. 2He made him equal in glo-
ry to the holy ones, and made him great in the fears of his enemies. 
3By his words he caused signs to cease; the Lord glorified him in the 
presence of kings. He gave him commands for his people and 
showed him part of his glory. 4He sanctified him through faithful-
ness and meekness; he chose him out of all mankind. 5He made him 
hear his voice, and led him into the thick darkness, and gave him 
the commandments face to face, the law of life and knowledge, to 
teach Jacob the covenant, and Israel his judgments.  

h. Sirach 49:1-16 (RSV) 
1The memory of (King) Josiah is like a blending of incense pre-
pared by the art of the perfumer; it is sweet as honey to every 
mouth, and like music at a banquet of wine. 2He was led aright in 
converting the people, and took away the abominations of iniquity. 
3He set his heart upon the Lord; in the days of wicked men he 
strengthened godliness ... 10May the bones of the twelve prophets 
revive from where they lie, for they comforted the people of Jacob 
and delivered them with confident hope. 11How shall we magnify 
Zerubbabel? He was like a signet on the right hand, 12and so was 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak; in their days they built the house and 



raised a temple holy to the Lord, prepared for everlasting glory. 
13The memory of Nehemiah also is lasting; he raised for us the 
walls that had fallen, and set up the gates and bars and rebuilt our 
ruined houses. 14No one like Enoch has been created on earth, for he 
was taken up from the earth. 15And no man like Joseph has been 
born, and his bones are cared for. 16Shem and Seth were honored 
among men, and Adam above every living being in the creation.  

i. 2Maccabees 7:1-20 (RSV) 
1It happened also that seven brothers and their mother were arrest-
ed and were being compelled by the king, under torture with whips 
and cords, to partake of unlawful swine's flesh. 2One of them, acting 
as their spokesman, said, "What do you intend to ask and learn from 
us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our 
fathers." 3The king fell into a rage, and gave orders that pans and 
caldrons be heated. 

4These were heated immediately, and he commanded that the 
tongue of their spokesman be cut out and that they scalp him and 
cut off his hands and feet, while the rest of the brothers and the 
mother looked on. 5When he was utterly helpless, the king ordered 
them to take him to the fire, still breathing, and to fry him in a pan. 
The smoke from the pan spread widely, but the brothers and their 
mother encouraged one another to die nobly, saying, 

6"The Lord God is watching over us and in truth has compas-
sion on us, as Moses declared in his song which bore witness 
against the people to their faces, when he said, ‘And he will have 
compassion on his servants.'" 7After the first brother had died in 
this way, they brought forward the second for their sport. They tore 
off the skin of his head with the hair, and asked him, "Will you eat 
rather than have your body punished limb by limb?" 8He replied in 
the language of his fathers, and said to them, "No." Therefore he in 
turn underwent tortures as the first brother had done. 

9And when he was at his last breath, he said, "You accursed 
wretch, you dismiss us from this present life, but the King of the uni-
verse will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we 
have died for his laws." 10After him, the third was the victim of their 
sport. When it was demanded, he quickly put out his tongue and cou-
rageously stretched forth his hands, 11and said nobly, "I got these 
from Heaven, and because of his laws I disdain them, and from him I 
hope to get them back again." 12As a result the king himself and those 
with him were astonished at the young man's spirit, for he regarded 
his sufferings as nothing. 13When he too had died, they maltreated 
and tortured the fourth in the same way. 14And when he was near 
death, he said, "One cannot but choose to die at the hands of men 

and to cherish the hope that God gives of being raised again by 
him. But for you there will be no resurrection to life!" 

15Next they brought forward the fifth and maltreated him. 16But he 
looked at the king, and said, "Because you have authority among men, 
mortal though you are, you do what you please. But do not think that 
God has forsaken our people. 17Keep on, and see how his mighty pow-
er will torture you and your descendants!" 18After him they brought 
forward the sixth. And when he was about to die, he said, "Do not de-
ceive yourself in vain. For we are suffering these things on our own 
account, because of our sins against our own God. Therefore astound-
ing things have happened. 19But do not think that you will go unpun-
ished for having tried to fight against God!" 20The mother was espe-
cially admirable and worthy of honorable memory. Though she 
saw her seven sons perish within a single day, she bore it with 
good courage because of her hope in the Lord.  

j. Jews observe the Yahrzeit (Anniversary) of a loved one’s death by re-
citing the Mourner’s Kaddish (as part of a minyan) and by lighting a 
Yahrzeit candle every year at sundown on the eve of the loved one’s 
death. The Yahrzeit candle burns for 24 hours and reminds us of 
the “light” that characterized their life.  

 
25:1Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2She bore 
him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 3Jokshan was the 
father of Sheba and Dedan; the descendants of Dedan were the Ashurites, 
the Letushites and the Leummites. 4The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, 
Hanok, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of Keturah. 
5Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. 6But while he was still liv-
ing, he gave gifts to the sons of his concubines and sent them away from 
his son Isaac to the land of the east. 

7Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8Then Abraham 
breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of 
years; and he was gathered to his people. 9His sons Isaac and Ishmael 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron 
son of Zohar the Hittite, 10the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites. 
There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. 11After Abraham's death, 
God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near Beer Lahai Roi. 

12This is the account of the family line of Abraham's son Ishmael, 
whom Sarah's slave, Hagar the Egyptian, bore to Abraham. 13These are the 
names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth 
the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 
15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. 16These were the sons of 
Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulers according to 
their settlements and camps. 17Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven 



years. He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people. 
18His descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the east-
ern border of Egypt, as you go toward Ashur. And they lived in hostility 
toward all the tribes related to them.  
1. Genesis 23:1-2 

1Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. 2She died at 
Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham 
went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.  

2. Genesis 25:7-11 
7Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8Then Abraham 
breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of 
years; and he was gathered to his people. 9His sons Isaac and Ishmael 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Eph-
ron son of Zohar the Hittite, 10the field Abraham had bought from the 
Hittites. There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. 11After 
Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near Beer 
Lahai Roi.   
a. Cycle of life—   
b. How do I/you want to be remembered?  
c. Who will “mourn” and “weep” over me/you? (23:2).  
d. Will I/you be “gathered to (your) people”? (25:8). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


