
5782 – Exodus 30-34 - Ki Tissa (When you take) 
 
30:11Then the LORD said to Moses, 12"When you take a census of the Israel-
ites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life at 
the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them when you 
number them. 13Each one who crosses over to those already counted is to 
give a half shekel ... This half shekel is an offering to the LORD. 14All who 
cross over, those twenty years old or more, are to give an offering to the 
LORD. 15The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor 
are not to give less when you make the offering to the LORD to atone 
for your lives. 16Receive the atonement money from the Israelites and use 
it for the service of the Tent of Meeting. It will be a memorial for the Isra-
elites before the LORD, making atonement for your lives." 
 
אֹמרַוְיַדֵּבר ְיהָוה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשה ּלֵ  .11 .1 —HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying. This 

phrase reappears here for the first time since the beginning of the 
commands concerning the construction of the Tabernacle. Apparent-
ly,the law of the half-shekel contribution that the Torah is introducing 
is not directly related to the Tabernacle. That indeed is the sense that 
R' Eleazar in the Talmud gives to it. He points out that as lorng as the 
Sanctuary was in existence,each person contributed a half-shekel to-
wards the purchase of sacrifices which served to atone for him. Now 
that the Sanctuary no longer exists, forgiveness is obtained through 
charity (Bava Basra 9a).1 

The replacement for the service in the Sanctuary once it has 
ceased to exist is a matter of great concern in the Torah ... Thus, in 
the precepts concerning the Mizbe'ach, prayer has already been indi-
cated as a substitute for the sacrifices. Here it is the atoning power 
of giving charity that is proclaimed, while later on in several passag-
es the great value of repenting will be affirmed. In a time when men 
were close to God, the sacrificial service forged a permanent link with 
God, and the Sanctuary radiated a spirit of holiness that encompassed 
the whole nation. But since Hashem left His earthly dwelling place, 
man must expend much greater effort to raise himself to Him. Hence-
forth, three imperatives are to take the place of the sacrificial service: 

הָק ָד צְ ּו הילָ ְּתפִ    .repentance, prayer, and charity ,ְּתׁשּוָבה 
 

a. Hoshea 14:3-4 
Return, Yisrael, unto Hashem, your G-d, for you have stumbled in 
your iniquity. Take words with you and return to Hashem; say to 

 
1 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah, Shemos, (Mesorah Publishing, Ltd.), pp. 

426-435. 

Him, "May You forgive all iniquity and accept good, and let our lips 
substitute for bulls [i.e., let our prayers substitute for sacrifices]."  
1) Hebrews 13:15-16 

15Through Yeshua, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his 
name. 16And do not forget to do good and to share with others, 
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  

2) Leviticus 7:11-13 
11"'These are the regulations for the fellowship offering anyone 
may present to the LORD: 12"'If they offer it as an expression of 
thankfulness, then along with this thank offering they are to of-
fer thick loaves made without yeast and with olive oil mixed in, 
thin loaves made without yeast and brushed with oil, and thick 
loaves of the finest flour well-kneaded and with oil mixed in. 
13Along with their fellowship offering of thanksgiving they are to 
present an offering with thick loaves of bread made with yeast ...  
a) Leviticus 22:29 

29"When you sacrifice a thank offering to the LORD, sacrifice 
it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf.  

b. Isaiah 30:15 
15This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: "In 
repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is 
your strength ...  

c. Leviticus 17:10-12 
10"'I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing 
among them who eats blood, and I will cut them off from the peo-
ple. 11For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to 
you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood 
that makes atonement for one's life. 12Therefore I say to the Israel-
ites, "None of you may eat blood, nor may any foreigner residing 
among you eat blood."  
OKE2—for it IS THE BLOOD THAT ATONES FOR THE SOUL.  
1) Hebrews 9:15-22 

15For this reason Messiah is the mediator of a new covenant, that 
those who are called may receive the promised eternal inher-
itance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from 
the sins committed under the first covenant ... 18even the first 
covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19When Moses 

 
2 Targum Onkelos is the primary Jewish Aramaic targum ("translation") of the 

Torah, accepted as an authoritative translated text of the Five Books of Moses 
and thought to have been written in the early 2nd-century CE. 



had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he 
took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and 
branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 
20He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has 
commanded you to keep." 21In the same way, he sprinkled with 
the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its cere-
monies. 22In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be 
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there 
is no forgiveness.  

2) Genesis 9:4 
"But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.  

3) Acts 15:19-21 
19"It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it diffi-
cult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20Instead we should 
write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by 
idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled ani-
mals and from blood. 21For the law of Moses has been preached 
in every city from the earliest times and is read in the syna-
gogues on every Sabbath."  

d. The prayer 'Unetanneh Tokef' ("Let us express the mighty holiness 
of this day") is now one of the most solemn prayers of Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. It includes the stirring passage:  
"On Rosh Hashanah it is inscribed, and on Yom Kippur it is sealed: 
how many shall pass on, and how many shall be born; who shall 
live, and who shall die; who in his time, and who before his time; 
who by fire and who by water; who by sword and who by beast; 
who by hunger and who by thirst; who by storm and who by 
plague; who by choking and who by stoning ... Who shall rest, and 
who shall wander; who shall be tranquil and who shall be harassed; 
who shall be at peace and who shall suffer; who shall become poor, 
and who shall become rich; who shall fall and who shall rise ... But 
repentance, prayer and charity revoke the evil decree!"  

e. Acts 10:1-8 (CJB) 
1There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a Roman army of-
ficer ... 2He was a devout man, a "God-fearer," as was his whole 
household; he gave generously to help the Jewish poor and 
prayed regularly to God. 3One afternoon around three o'clock he 
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to 
him, "Cornelius!" 4Cornelius stared at the angel, terrified. "What is 
it, sir?" he asked. "Your prayers," replied the angel, "and your acts 
of charity have gone up into God's presence, so that he has you 
on his mind. 5Now send some men to Yafo to bring back a man 

named Shim'on ... 6He's staying with Shim'on the leather-tanner ... " 
7As the angel that had spoken to him went away, Cornelius called 
two of his household slaves and one of his military aides, who was 
a godly man; 8he explained everything to them and sent them to 
Yafo. 

 
 When you will take a census. Rashi explains that–ִּכי ִתָּׂשא ֶאת־רֹאׁש .12 .2

the verb נשא, take, is used here because the counting was accom-

plished by taking a half-shekel from each person and then counting 
the coins. Ramban emphasizes that this verse introduces the method 
of taking the census; however, the actual command to begin doing so 
does not come until v. 16, you shall take the silver of the atonements 
from the Children of Israel. 

Theproceeds of the half-shekel collection described here were used 
to buy the communal Mizbe'ach offerings since these offerings were 
intended as an atonement for the people (Rashi to v. 15). The com-
mand for this collection was given here, following the precepts per-
taining to the construction of the Tabernacle and the beginning of the 
sacrificial service. Since the Tabernacle was inaugurated on the first of 
Nissan in the second year after the Exodus (40:17), it became the prac-
tice thenceforth to begin collecting the half-shekels from the first of 
Adar. After the fall of the Temple, that practice was replaced by the 
reading of this passage publicly on the Sabbath preceding the first of 
Adar (Megillah 29b).  
a. The Jewish people are counted four times in the Torah:3  

1) When they left Egypt (Exo 12:37).  
2) When Moses descended Mount Sinai (Exo 38:25).  
3) A month after the Tabernacle was erected (Num 1:2).  
4) In the last year of their journey in the desert (Num 26:2).  

b. The common denominator of the last three is that they were all 
part of repentance processes:  
1) The purpose of the second census was to ascertain how many 

Jews remained after the plague they suffered for having made 
the Golden Calf. The money collected in this census was used 
in the construction of the Tabernacle, which itself was an 
atonement for the incident of the Golden Calf.  

2) The poll-tax of the third census was used for the communal of-
ferings, which included sin-offerings.  

 
3 www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/850613/jewish/Chassidic-

Insights.htm 



3) The purpose of the fourth census was to ascertain how many 
Jews remained after the plague they suffered in consequence of 
the incident at Shitim.  
a) Numbers 25:1 

1While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge 
in sexual immorality with Moabite women, 2who invited them 
to the sacrifices to their gods ... 3So Israel yoked themselves to 
the Baal of Peor. And the LORD's anger burned against them.  

c. Significantly, the idiom for "taking a census" in all three cases liter-
ally means "uplifting the head." This implies that, in some way, 
repentance elevates the head of the penitent.  

d. Although the collection of funds was tied into a census, the Torah 
does not give any reasons for taking the census itself. This census 
was not needed for military purposes, as was the case in the time 
of King Saul and King David. Consequently, we are led to what 
Rashi gives as a reason in his commentary at the beginning of the 
Book of Numbers. He explains that because Hashem felt a deep love 
for Israel, He repeatedly counted the nation. When they left Egypt 
He counted them (Exodus 12:37); after many were punished be-
cause of the sin of the Golden Calf He counted the survivors (Exo-
dus 30:11), and now that the Tabernacle was established and He 
had caused His Presence to dwell among them, He counted them 
once more (Numbers 1:1). 

Rashi also speaks of the repeated counting of Israel at the be-
ginning of the Book of Exodus. He compares the people of Israel 
with the stars which Hashem lovingly brings out and brings in by 
number and by their names, in the words of the prophet, He Who 
takes out their hosts by number; He calls them all by name (lsaiah 
40:26).  
1) Exodus 33:17 

17And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have 
asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name."  

2) Numbers 1:2 
2"Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans 
and families, listing every man by name, one by one.  

3) Isaiah 43:1-2 
1But now, this is what the LORD says—he who created you, Ja-
cob, he who formed you, Israel: "Do not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when 
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When 

you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze ...  

4) John 10:2-3 
2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

 
3. 12each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life ... 

a. ּכֶֹפר ַנְפׁשֹו ַליהָוה —lit., a ransom for his soul before the Lord ... 

1) Price of a life, ransom, gift to secure favor.  
b. This technical expression for ‘ransom’ occurs three times in the To-

rah, and each time it refers to the money paid by one who is guilty 
of taking a human life in circumstances that do not constitute 
murder. Thus, the owner of the (bull) that had killed a man after 
the owner had received a warning that the animal was dangerous, 
was charged with the death of a man: but as his crime was not in-
tentional he was permitted to pay a ransom (kopher). Such a ran-
som was forbidden in the case of deliberate murder. This is the 
conception that underlies the law of the half-shekel in this chapter. 
The soldier who is ready to march into battle is in the eyes of 
Heaven a potential taker of life, though not a deliberate murderer. 
Hence, he requires ‘a ransom for his life’ (B. Jacob).4  
1) Exodud 21:28-30 

28"If a bull gores a man or woman to death, the bull is to be 
stoned to death, and its meat must not be eaten. But the owner 
of the bull will not be held responsible. 29If, however, the bull 
has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but 
has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull 
is to be stoned and its owner also is to be put to death. 
30However, if payment is demanded, the owner may redeem 
his life by the payment of whatever is demanded.  

2) Numbers 35:29-34 
29"These are to be legal requirements for you throughout the 
generations to come, wherever you live. 30Anyone who kills a 
person is to be put to death as a murderer only on the testimo-
ny of witnesses. But no one is to be put to death on the testimo-
ny of only one witness. 31Do not accept a ransom for the life of 
a murderer, who deserves to die. He must surely be put to 
death. 32Do not accept a ransom for anyone who has fled to a 
city of refuge and so allow him to go back and live on his own 
land before the death of the high priest. 

 
4 J. H. Hertz, Pentateuch and Haftorahs, (Soncino Press), p. 352. 



 
c. Psalm 49:7-9 

7No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom 
for him—8the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever 
enough—9that he should live on forever and not see decay. 10For 
all can see that the wise die, that the foolish and the senseless also 
perish, leaving their wealth to others.  
PST—A man will by no means redeem his brother, who was taken 

captive, by his riches; and he will not give to God his price of 
redemption.  

TNK—Ah, it cannot redeem a man, or pay his ransom to God ...  
No amount of money can be paid by one person on behalf of an-
other to keep them alive beyond their “time” or to absolve them of 
a crime for which they cannot be absolved.  
1) Matthew 20:20-28 (Cf., Mark 10:35-45) 

... 25Yeshua called them together and said, "You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them ... 26Not so with you. In-
stead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—
28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  

2) 1Timothy 2:5-7 
5For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Messiah Yeshua, 6who gave himself as a ransom 
for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. 7And for 
this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am tell-
ing the truth, I am not lying—and a teacher of the true faith to 
the Gentiles.  

3) Hebrews 9:11-15 
11When Messiah came as high priest of the good things that are 
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tab-
ernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this 
creation. 12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his 
own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13The blood of 
goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who 
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are out-
wardly clean. 14How much more, then, will the blood of Messiah, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to 
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so 
that we may serve the living God! 

15For this reason Messiah is the mediator of a new covenant, 
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them 
free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  

4) Isaiah 53:4-10 
4Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet 
we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon 
him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all ... 10Yet it was the LORD's will 
to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD 
makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and pro-
long his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

 
4. 15The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor are not 

to give less ...   
a. “Why not a complete coin? To teach us that no man is a complete 

entity unto himself. Only by joining with another can a person be-
come a ‘whole thing’” (Chassidic Masters).  
1) Genesis 2:18 

The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I 
will make a helper suitable for him."  

2) Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
9Two are better than one, because they have a good return for 
their work: 10If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity 
the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 11Also, if two lie 
down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone? 12Though one may be overpowered, two can defend them-
selves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  

3) Ephesians 3:6 
This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs 
together with Israel, members together of one body, and shar-
ers together in the promise in Messiah Yeshua.  

b. “People differ in their intellect, character and talents, in the quantity 
of their material resources and the timbre of their spiritual sensi-
tivities. But all are equal in the very basis of their bond with G-d: 
the intrinsic commitment to Him that resides at the core of their 
souls. So while every man contributed to the making of the vari-
ous components of the Sanctuary in accordance with their indi-
vidual capacity, all gave equally of the silver of which its foun-
dation was made. As regards the foundation of the relationship be-
tween man and G-d, the "rich man" cannot give more, and the 
"pauper" cannot give less (The Lubavitcher Rebbe). 


