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The Self-Made Child1 
 
My friend shared her problem with me: "My daughter complains that 
‘other mothers’ do their children's projects for them. I will help her with 
the research, explain to her whatever she doesn't understand, share ideas 
and guide her, but I like the actual work to be her own. How else will she 
learn to express her creativity?  
“She complains, though, that her projects are not as glamorous, her essays 
don't have the ‘fancy’ words, and her homework doesn't look as polished 
as her friends.”  
“Am I being a rotten parent, or are these other parents missing the point?” 
 
This week's Torah portion, Terumah, as well as a sizable portion of the 
book of Exodus, is devoted to the construction of the Sanctuary (Mishkan).  
The Torah, which is usually so sparing with words, is uncharacteristically 
elaborate, devoting thirteen chapters to describing the Sanctuary. All 
the materials, components, and furnishings are listed and described, 
sometimes numerous times. In contrast, the Torah devotes only one 
chapter to the creation of the universe! Only three chapters describe 
the awe-inspiring revelation of the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.  
The Sanctuary was a temporary dwelling serving as the religious focal 
point in the desert. Once the Jewish people entered the Land of lsrael, it 
was replaced by the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. Why does the Torah de-
scribe the Sanctuary at such great length, while almost glossing over 
these other fundamental events?  
Because G-d is teaching us the value of our own input. At Sinai (and cer-
tainly, at the creation ofthe world), we were passive participants. G-d de-
scended in His glory and majesty, accompanied by breathtaking sounds 
and sights of thunder and lightning, while the Jewish people observed. 
Due to the non-participatory nature, the impression wasn't permanent. 
After the Divine Presence departed from the mountain, it reverted to its 
former non-holy status. Similarly, the spiritually inspired nation stooped 
to serve a golden calf soon after witnessing such open miracles.  
The Sanctuary, on the other hand, was built with the people's own mate-
rials, with their own hands and sweat. Every one took part in the under-
taking-men and women, rich and poor-each contributing his or her talents, 
resources, and expertise. As a result of this human participation, the mate-
rial objects themselves became permeated with enduring holiness.  

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbat deLights, Bereishit/Shemot (Chabad.org), pp. 221-223. 

By devoting so many chapters to it, the Torah teaches us that when a 
person contributes his own resources and creativity, it is real and last-
ing. Though the end product might not be as earth-shattering or as "pol-
ished" as G-d's revelation, in many ways, it is more valuable, precisely be-
cause it is our own. We also grow through the process by fine-tuning our 
skills and stretching our talents in ways that being a passive recipient 
does not.  
The message for parents, too, is clear. Help, guide, instruct, and brain-
storm with your children. But the greatest learning experience is when 
you help your children actualize their own abilities to create their own 
edifices. 
 
1. G-d is teaching us the value of our own input.  

a. Ephesians 4:25-32 
25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truth-
fully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26"In 
your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 28Anyone who has 
been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing some-
thing useful with their own hands, that they may have some-
thing to share with those in need. 29Do not let any unwholesome 
talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Messiah God forgave you.  

b. 1Thessalonians 4:9-12 
9Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each 
other. 10And in fact, you do love all of God's family throughout Mac-
edonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and 
more, 11and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You 
should mind your own business and work with your hands, just 
as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  

c. Deuteronmy 23:24-25 
24If you enter your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat all the grapes 
you want, but do not put any in your basket. 25If you enter your 



neighbor's grainfield, you may pick kernels with your hands, but 
you must not put a sickle to their standing grain. 

 
2. After the Divine Presence departed from the mountain, it reverted to its 

former non-holy status. Similarly, the spiritually inspired nation stooped 
to serve a golden calf soon after witnessing such open miracles.  
a. Miracles are manifestations of divine power—occasions when God 

makes His presence felt physically in our lives. If so, then why do 
miracles tend to have such a fleeting influence in our lives?  
1) 1Chronicles 16:11-13 

11Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 12Re-
member the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judg-
ments he pronounced, 13you his servants, the descendants of Is-
rael, his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.  

2) Nehemiah 9:16-17 
16"But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, 
and they did not obey your commands. 17They refused to listen 
and failed to remember the miracles you performed among 
them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed 
a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiv-
ing God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them,  

3) Psalm 78:9-17 
9The men of Ephraim, though armed with bows, turned back on 
the day of battle; 10they did not keep God's covenant and refused 
to live by his law. 11They forgot what he had done, the wonders 
he had shown them. 12He did miracles in the sight of their ances-
tors in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan. 13He divided the 
sea and led them through; he made the water stand up like a wall. 
14He guided them with the cloud by day and with light from the 
fire all night. 15He split the rocks in the wilderness and gave them 
water as abundant as the seas; 16he brought streams out of a 
rocky crag and made water flow down like rivers. 17But they con-
tinued to sin against him, rebelling in the wilderness against 
the Most High.   

4) Acts 2:22 
22"Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Yeshua of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, 
which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  

5) Acts 19:11-12 
11God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12so that even 
handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to 

the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left 
them. 

 
3. The Sanctuary, on the other hand, was built with the people's own materi-

als, with their own hands and sweat.  
a. Exodus 25:1-2 

1The LORD said to Moses, 2"Tell the Israelites to bring me an offer-
ing. You are to receive the offering for me from everyone whose 
heart prompts them to give. 3These are the offerings you are to re-
ceive from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 5ram skins dyed red and another type 
of durable leather; acacia wood; 6olive oil for the light; spices for 
the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 7and onyx stones and 
other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 8"Then 
have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 
9Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern 
I will show you.  

b. Nehemiah 10:34 
34"We—the priests, the Levites and the people—have cast lots to de-
termine when each of our families is to bring to the house of our 
God at set times each year a contribution of wood to burn on the 
altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the Law.  
1) Leviticus 6:12-13 

12The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go 
out. Every morning the priest is to add firewood and arrange 
the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fat of the fellowship 
offerings on it. 13The fire must be kept burning on the altar con-
tinuously; it must not go out.  

c. Matthew 7:24-27 
24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 
great crash." 

 
4. The message for parents, too, is clear. Help, guide, instruct, and brain-

storm with your children. But the greatest learning experience is when 
you help your children actualize their own abilities to create their own 
edifices.  



a. Proverbs 22:6 
6Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they 
are old they will not turn from it.  
CJB, JPS, KJV, NAS, NKJ, RSV—Train a child in the way he [should] 

go; and, even when old, he will not 
swerve from it.  

TNK—Train a lad in the way he ought to go; He will not swerve 
from it even in old age. 

 
NJB—Give a lad a training suitable to his character and, even when 

old, he will not go back on it.  
AMB—Train up a child in the way he should go [teaching him to 

seek God’s wisdom and will for his abilities and talents], 
Even when he is old he will not depart from it.  

YLT—Give instruction to a youth about HIS way, even when he is 
old he turneth not from it. 

 
1) What a seemingly simple, but overwhelmingly complicated verse! 

It’s one of the most quoted—and often misquoted—verses in 
the Bible (Pro 22:6).2  
People often use this verse as a guarantee that if you raise 
your children “in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph 
6:4), they’ll always stay on the right path. That interpretation 
can be problematic, particularly for the “good parents” I know 
who have seen their older children stray from the faith. We all 
know that we can try our best, and sometimes the results are 
different than we would have hoped. God has given us free will 
to make our own choices, after all.  
Another view of Proverbs 22:6 is that the writer was saying the 
exact opposite. It’s not a guarantee for parents, but rather a 
warning. Dr. Douglas Stuart from Gordon Theological Seminary 
holds this view citing many notable scholars. According to Stu-
art, the difference comes from the addition of the word 
“should” in the English translations, something that’s not sup-
ported in the original Hebrew. Without the “should” the nature 
of the verse changes. It’s more about allowing your children to 
go their own way, not the way they “should” go. In this view, 
the reading would be more like “Train up a child in his own 
way, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” That cer-
tainly changes things, doesn’t it?  

 
2 https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/kids/what-does-it-mean-to-train-

up-a-child-in-the-way-he-should-go.html—Article by Brent Rinehart 

Dave Miller from SBC Voices says it this way: “This is not a prom-
ise to parents who raise their children properly but a warning to 
those who allow their adolescents to grow up without guidance, 
who raise them to go their own way.” Children left to their own way 
are not likely to change; they’ll become adults who go their own 
way… the wrong way. Interestingly, Solomon wrote later in Prov-
erbs 22:15 that “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child.” He obvi-
ously recognized that children don’t tend to make the wise choice 
on their own.  
There’s yet another view I’ve heard expressed before regarding 
Proverbs 22:6. It’s the view that Proverbs 22:6 isn’t as much 
about the moral or spiritual direction of the child, but rather 
his or her gifts and talents. It’s about parents helping their 
children discover their purpose and path in life. Parents are in 
the unique role of helping children discover how God has 
equipped them and how they can use their gifts in a positive 
way as adults.  
I’m no theologian or Bible scholar, so I’m not an expert in these 
matters. I am a parent, however, and I do know that “all Scrip-
ture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2Ti 
3:16). Regardless of the camp, you may fall in on the interpreta-
tion of this complicated verse, I believe there are several im-
portant implications we should all be able to agree on.  
Throughout Scripture, God is pretty clear about the responsibil-
ity He places in the hands of parents. None is more clear than 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7: “These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up.”   
As I’ve written before, we have a responsibility as parents to 
teach our children what matters to God. It doesn't mean forc-
ing them into a certain set of beliefs or rituals; rather, it 
means demonstrating a real faith—one that puts the focus on 
loving God and loving others. In my view, there's not a greater 
purpose we can have in life than reflecting God's image for our 
children to see.  
Our children are going to learn about the world around them 
and their role in it. If they don’t learn from us, they will learn 



from someone else. It’s our responsibility to use our time with 
our kids wisely ...  

2) in the way he should go. lit., ‘according to his way.’ The intention 
is not ‘the way of uprightness and good living,’ but ‘for the way 
in which he is to spend his life.’ Whatever occupation he is 
later to follow it is necessary to prepare him for it in his early 
years, because then are habits formed which influence his con-
duct in manhood.3  

3) In general, it is vital to always remember the Torah teaching, 
Chanoch lanaar al pi darko (Pro 22), "Educate a child according 
to his way." What this means is that every child is an individ-
ual and will react and respond to different approaches. It is 
our job as parents to figure out what works best with our 
child and to implement that as much as possible in the differ-
ent ways we interact and teach him or her. For example, some 
children are very visual and learn best with pictures. So for this 
child you want to have lots of charts or draw out responsibili-
ties, rather than verbal instruction alone.  
a) Visual learners  
b) Audio learners  
c) Kinetic learners 

 
 
 

 
3 Rev. Dr. A Cohen, Ed., Proverbs, (The Soncino Press), p. 146. 


