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Have You Seen a Miracle Lately?1 

 
I see miracles all the time. Walking, talking miracles.  
If l would be on the lookout, I would notice many more of these living mir-
acles. But every once in a while, a miraclejust stares me in the eye and it 
becomes too hard to ignore.  
Like the Holocaust survivor I met, who saw horrors that no mortal eye 
should see, yet refuses to miss his daily prayers.  
Or the young woman with flaming red curls who approached me after my 
lecture about why Jewish married women cover their hair. She told me 
that she plans to cover her beautiful locks once she marries, but wants 
advice on how to sensitively approach her parents so they don't feel reject-
ed by her lifestyle change.  
Or the woman who had an abusive childhood and who would be justified 
in giving in to bouts of depression, but is determined to use her experience 
instead to grow spiritually and bring joy to our world.  
Or the man I met in a small European town who decided to uproot himself 
and move to a new country, a new language, and a new career in order to 
find and marry a Jewish woman.  
These are all miracles. The repercussions of each of these nature-defying 
acts are world-shattering.  
These are people inspired to bring positive change to their lives. People 
who don't allow the natural heavy pull of inertia, their pain or disillusion-
ment, to hold them back from achieving greatness. People who break all 
barriers, to connect with their divine soul. 
 
In this week's Torah portion, after the miraculous ten plagues are visited 
on the Egyptians, G-d commanded Moses,  

This month shall be to you the head of the months; to you it shall 
be the first of the months of the year.—EXODUS 12:2  

Up until this point, Tishrei, the month of creation, was considered the 
first month of the year. Although Tishrei still begins the new year—when 
counting the months, Nisan is considered the first month, and Tishrei the 
seventh.  
When G-d created the world, He set up divine forces, which we call na-
ture, to govern it. Miracles were the exception. Therefore, Tishrei, the 
month in which the world and its natural forces came into being, was 
considered the primary month.  

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbt deLights, Bereishit/Shemot, (Chabad.org), pp. 169-171. 

Then came the birth of the Jewish people, a nation that would become 
living, walking miracles. Once the Jewish people become a nation, this 
month is counted as the first month.  
The miraculous Exodus and our subsequent survival throughout our tu-
multuous history defy the very laws of nature. The existence of the Jew-
ish people proves that when you are attached to G-d and His Torah, you 
are not subject to natural limitations.  
And the most profound way in which we transcend nature is by fusing 
heaven and earth, by breaking through our physical and emotional limita-
tions, striving higher and bringing an awareness of an infinite G-d into 
this finite, material world.  
Look around and you will also see so many living miracles! 
 
1. Phillipians 4:10-13 

10I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern 
for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to 
show it. 11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned 
to be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do all this through him 
who gives me strength. 

 
2. ... the miraculous ten plagues are visited on the Egyptians ...  

a. The Duration of the Ten Plagues:  
—One day to go before Pharaoh and perform the serpent miracle 

(7:10-15)  
—Seven days for the miracle of the waters to blood (7:15-25)  
—Several days for frogs to cover all Egypt and accomplish the pur-

pose in making life unbearable (8:1-8)—one day to destroy frogs 
(8:10-15)  

—Several days for the lice plague to have the desired effect (8:16-19)  
—Several days for the flies to plague all of Egypt. Two days are 

mentioned for bringing and removing them (8:23, 29)  
—Two days—one to announce the pestilence and one to destroy 

the animals of Egypt, besides time for Pharaoh to harden his 
heart (9:1, 5, 7)  

—Several days for boils to be upon the Egyptians (9:8-12)  
—One day to announce the next plague (hail) (9:13); one day for the 

plague to begin (9:18); and one day for Moses to be called (9:27)  
—Two days for locusts to cover Egypt (10:4-6, 13); one day for Mo-

ses to be called (10:8-11); a day or so for the locusts to cause 



their destruction in Egypt (10:12-17); and two days to remove 
them (10:18-19 with v. 13)  

—Three days of darkness (10:21-23) and one day to call Moses 
(10:24-29)  

—One day to ask the Egyptians for “articles of silver and gold”—one 
day to slay the passover (11:1-10; 12:29-36)—and the death of the 
firstborn. 

 
So, it took at least three to seven weeks for the ten plagues.  
—Twenty-six days are named, besides an unspecified number of 

days for certain plagues to become effective. On the basis of ten 
days for the first plague (7:25) and the ninth plague (10:22), and 
supposing that the other plagues lasted this long, at least fifty 
days were needed for the plagues. 

 
3. This month shall be to you the head of the months; to you it shall be the 

first of the months of the year.—EXODUS 12:2  
a. Exodus 12:1-3 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2"This month (cho-
desh) is to be for you the first month, the first month of your 
year. 3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of 
this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each 
household.  

  ִראׁשֹון הּוא ָלֶכם ְלָחְדֵׁשי ַהָּׁשָנהַהחֶֹדׁש ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם רֹאׁש ֳחָדִׁשים 2
  

1) Notice that the commandment of identifying and declaring the 
new moon was addressed only to Moses and Aaron—were it ad-
dressed to the entire community, the determination of the calen-
dar would be arbitrary and subject to all sorts of discrepencies.2  

2) For that reason, the commandment has always been regarded as 
a function of the Sanhedrin,3 the leadership of Israel. 

 
2 ffoz.org/resources/erosh/the_new_moon.php. 
3 The Sanhedrin was, at and before the time of (Yeshua), the name for the highest 

Jewish tribunal, of 71 members, in Jerusalem, and also for the lower tribunals, 
of 23 members, of which Jerusalem had two (Tosephta' Chaghighah 11 9; San-
hedrin 1 6; 11 2).  
The Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem was formed (Mt 26:3,17,59; Mk 14:53; 15:1; Lk 
22:66; Acts 4:5 f; 5:21; 22:30) of high priests (i.e. the acting high priest, those 
who had been high priests, and members of the privileged families from which 
the high priests were taken), elders (tribal and family heads of the people and 
priesthood), and scribes (i.e. legal assessors), Pharisees and Sadducees alike 
(compare Acts 4:1 ff; 5:17,34; 23:6). In Mk 15:43; Lk 23:50, Joseph of Arimathea 
is called Grk: bouleutes, "councillor," i.e. member of the Sanhedrin.   
According to Josephus and the (Apostolic Writings), the acting high priest was 
... always head and president (Mt 26:3,17; Acts 5:17 ff; 7:1; 9:1 f; 22:5; 23:2; 

 
3) Various splinter groups such as the Essenes and the Kararites 

determined their own calendars independently of the Sanhedrin, 
but in so doing, they severed themselves from the broader 
community and eventually made themselves irrelevant.4  

b. Nissan is the first month of the Festival Cycle.  
1) Before the Jews left Egypt, on the first day of the month of Nis-

san, God told Moses and Aaron: "This chodesh (new moon, or 
month) shall be to you the head of months" (Exo 12:2).  

2) Thus the peculiarity of the Jewish calendar: the agricultural year 
begins on Rosh Hashanah, the first day of the month of 
Tishrei—the anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve—
but Tishrei is not the first month of the Festival Cycle. Rosh 
Hashanah is actually referred to in the Torah as "the first day 
of the seventh month" (Lev 23:24-25).  

c. IN BIBLICAL TIMES, THERE WAS NO FIXED CALENDAR.  
1) There was no way to determine in advance the exact day of a 

coming holiday or Bar Mitzvah, because there was no way to 
determine in advance when the month would begin.  

d. Nowadays  
1) In the 4th century CE, the sage Hillel II foresaw the disbandment 

of the Sanhedrin, and understood that we would no longer be 
able to follow a Sanhedrin-based calendar—so Hillel and his 
rabbinical court established the perpetual calendar which is fol-
lowed today.  

2) The rules of the perpetual calendar also ensure that the first day 
of Rosh Hashanah will never take place on Sunday, Wednes-
day or Friday.5 

 
24:1; Ant, IV, viii, 17; XX, x). Caiaphas is president at the trial of (Yeshua), and at 
Paul's trial Ananias is president. On the other hand, according to the Talmud 
(especially Haghighah 2 2), the Sanhedrin is represented as a juridical tribu-
nal of scribes, in which one scribe acted as Heb: nasi', "prince," i.e. president, 
and another as Heb: av-beit-din, father of the judgment-chamber, i.e. vice-
president.   
The whole history of post-exilic Judaism circles round the high priests, and the 
priestly aristocracy always played the leading part in the Sanhedrin (compare 
Sanhedrin 4 2). But the more the Pharisees grew in importance, the more were 
they represented in the Sanhedrin. In the time of Salome they were so power-
ful that "the queen ruled only in name, but the Pharisees in reality" (Ant., XIII, 
xvi, 2). So in the time of (Yeshua), the Sanhedrin was formally led by the Sad-
ducean high priests, but practically ruled by the Pharisees (Ant., XVIII, i, 4)—
ISBE. 

4 —the_new_moon.php 
5 This guarantees that Yom Kippur will not fall on a Friday or Sunday, which 

would produce two consecutive days when preparing food and burying the dead 



 
3) When Hillel established the perpetual calendar he sanctified eve-

ry Rosh Chodesh until Messiah will come and re-establish the 
Sanhedrin.  

e. Determining Rosh Chodesh  
1) On the 30th day of every month,6 the Sanhedrin would "open for 

business" in a large courtyard in Jerusalem called Beit Ya'azel.  
2) Witnesses who claimed to have seen the new moon on the previ-

ous night would come to give their testimony and be cross-
examined.  

3) The members of the Sanhedrin were well-schooled in astronomy.  
a) They knew exactly when the new moon would appear, and 

where it would be visible.  
b) Nevertheless, the sanctification of the moon depends on the 

crescent new moon actually being seen by two witnesses.  
—The word "this" in "This month shall be to you..." implies 

something that is actually seen.  
4) The rabbis of the Sanhedrin would question the witnesses in the 

order of their arrival.  
a) They knew what the proper responses to their questions 

ought to be, and were thus quickly able to identify fraudulent 
claims.  

b) Starting with the elder of each pair, they would ask: "Tell us 
how you saw the moon, i.e., describe it’s shape, size, etc.  

c) After they had finished questioning the first witness, they 
would bring in his partner and question him in similar fash-
ion. If the two accounts corroborated, the evidence was ac-
cepted.  

5) That day, the 30th day, was now declared Rosh Chodesh of the 
new month. The head of the Sanhedrin would proclaim: 
"Mekudash!" (sanctified!) and everyone would respond, 
"Mekudash! Mekudash!"—the previous month was now retroac-
tively determined to have had only 29 days.  

f. Publicizing the New Month  
1) The following night (the second night of the month), huge bon-

fires were lit on designated mountaintops.  

 
is prohibited, and that Hoshanah Rabba will not occur on Shabbat, which would 
interfere with the custom of taking the willows on this day. 

6 If their astronomical calculations indicated that the new moon could not have 
possibly been seen on the previous night, the Sanhedrin would not convene on 
the thirtieth day 

2) Lookouts stationed on other mountaintops would see that a fire 
had been lit and would light their own fire. This chain of com-
munication led all the way to Babylon, and even very distant 
communities knew that the day beforehand had been declared 
Rosh Chodesh.  

3) Eventually, the Sadducees7 started lighting fires on the wrong 
days in order to manipulate the calendar.  
a) To prevent this confusion, the fire-on-mountaintop method of 

communication was discontinued, and instead messengers 
were dispatched to Babylon and all other far-flung Jewish 
settlements.  

b) This took a lot longer, a delay which had (and still has) ha-
lachic implications with regards to the second day of holi-
day observed in the Diaspora.  

g. Rosh HaShanah 2a 
MISHNAH. THERE ARE FOUR NEW YEARS. ON THE FIRST OF 
NISAN IS NEW YEAR FOR KINGS3 AND FOR FESTIVALS. ON THE 
FIRST OF ELUL5 IS NEW YEAR FOR THE TITHE OF CATTLE.6 R. 
ELEAZAR AND R. SIMEON, HOWEVER, PLACE THIS ON THE FIRST 
OF TISHRI.7 ON THE FIRST OF TISHRI IS NEW YEAR FOR YEARS, 
FOR RELEASE AND JUBILEE YEARS9 … AND FOR [TITHE OF] 
VEGETABLES.11 ON THE FIRST OF SHEBAT12 IS NEW YEAR FOR 
TREES,13 ACCORDING TO THE RULING OF BETH SHAMMAI; BETH 
HILLEL, HOWEVER, PLACE IT ON THE FIFTEENTH OF THAT MONTH.  
(3) If a document is dated with a certain year in a king’s reign, the year is 

reckoned to have commenced in Nisan, no matter in what month the 
king came to the throne. 

(5) The sixth month of the Jewish calendar. 
(6) For purposes of tithe it was necessary to specify the year in which cattle 

were born, because cattle born in one year could not be given as tithe for 
cattle born in another, v. Lev. XXVII, 32. 

(7) So that according to these authorities there were only three New Years. 
(9) I.e., from the 1Tishri ploughing and similar operations were forbidden. 

V. Lev. XXV, 4, 11. 
(11) I.e., those gathered after this date could not be used as tithe for those gath-

ered before. Cf. n. 6. 
(12) The eleventh month. 
(13) For tithing the fruit.  
1) THE FIRST OF TISHRI(1) IS NEW YEAR FOR YEARS.  

a) Jeremiah 5:24 
23But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they 
have turned aside and gone away. 24They do not say to them-

 
7 A sect of Jews who denied rabbinic authority, and were constantly at odds with 

the Sanhedrin. 



selves, ‘Let us fear the LORD our God, who gives autumn 
and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular 
weeks of harvest.’  
KJV—that giveth rain, both the former and the latter …  

2) Joel 2:23 
23Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for 
he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful. He 
sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, 
as before.  

3) Ta‘anith (Fasts) 6a 
Our Rabbis have taught: Former rain (falls) in (Cheshvan [Oc-
tober-November]) and latter rain in Nissan …   

2) THE FIRST OF NISAN(7) (March-April) IS NEW YEAR FOR 
KINGS.  
a) Judah’s Kings  

1) Saul 40 yrs. 13) Uzziah 52 yrs. 
2) David 40 yrs. 14) Jotham 16 yrs. 
3) Solomon 40 yrs. 15) Ahaz 16 yrs. 
4) Rehoboam 17 yrs. 16) Hezekiah 29 yrs. 
5) Abijah 3 yrs. 17) Manasseh 55 yrs. 
6) Asa 41 yrs. 18) Amon 2 yrs. 
7) Jehoshaphat 25 yrs. 19) Josiah 31 yrs. 
8) Jehoram 8 yrs. 20) Jehoahaz 3 mo. 
9) Ahaziah 1 yrs. 21) Jehoiakim 11 yrs. 

10) Athaliah 7 yrs. 22) Jehoiachin 3 mo. 
11) Joash 40 yrs. 23) Zedekiah 11 yrs. 
12) Amaziah 29 yrs.    

 
 516 yrs.  

—516 + 586 BCE (the year of the Exile) = 1102 BCE 
—The Exodus took place c. 1446 BCE 
—Saul began his reign c. 1050 BCE 
—There is a disrepency of 52 years. 

 
3) THE FIRST OF ELUL(12) (August-September) IS NEW YEAR FOR 

THE TITHE OF CATTLE ... THE FIRST OF SHEVAT(5) (January-
February) IS NEW YEAR FOR TREES.  
a) Leviticus 27:30-33 

30"'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from 
the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is ho-
ly to the LORD. 31Whoever would redeem any of their tithe 
must add a fifth of the value to it. 32Every tithe of the herd 

and flock—every tenth animal that passes under the shep-
herd's rod—will be holy to the LORD. 33No one may pick out 
the good from the bad or make any substitution. If anyone 
does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute 
become holy and cannot be redeemed.'"  

b. A Jewish farmer is obligated to tithe his livestock, consecrat-
ing every tenth animal. But all ten animals counted must be 
born in the same year. So when does one group end and an-
other one begin? The first of Elul ... 8  
Like cattle, 10% of our fruit must be tithed, and we must not 
tithe fruit from one year together with fruit of another. So 
when does one arboreal year end and another begin? The ha-
lachah follows the school of Hillel, which teaches that it was 
on 15 Shevat (Tu B’Shevat)  
1) Deuteronomy 14:22 

22Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields pro-
duce each year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8 https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article_cdo/aid/2847774/jewish/Mystical-

Insights-Into-the-New-Year-for-Trees.htm 


