
5781 – Deuteronomy r t6 29-30 – Nitzavim (You are standing) 
 
You've Got a Hidden Treasure1 
 
Imagine this scene: There is ominous pounding on the home's front door. 
Fearfully, the burly, tall father turns to his slender teenage son and charg-
es him with protecting the family from the invaders.  
Sounds ridiculous? If the brawny father can't shield his family from the 
attackers, how can he possibly expect his young son to?  
But suppose the teenager has earned a black belt in martial arts. Though 
he may look slight, he has the knowledge and experience to fend off even 
the fiercest aggressors.  
Or imagine this:  
On her deathbed, a mother beckons to her long-time friend. The friend is 
dressed in rags, looking like a pauper. Throughout their years of friend-
ship, the mother has regularly fed her nourishing meals. Now, days before 
her end, she begs her friend to care for the financial needs of her children.  
Impossible, right? No matter how good-hearted this friend is, how can she 
possibly assume the monetary burden of this woman's children when she 
is barely capable of supporting herself?  
But suppose that friend really had a bank certificate that would be matur-
ing within the next month that was worth millions of dollars. Up until now, 
she had no access to her funds, but soon she would be worth a fortune! 
 
This week's Torah portion begins with Moses' parting words to his nation. 
He begins with the phrase,  

You are standing today before G-d, the leaders of your tribes, your el-
ders and your officers, every man of Israel, your young children, your 
women, and your convert who is within your camp, your woodcutter 
and your water drawers, so that you may enter the covenant of G-d.—
DEUTERONOMY 29:9-19  

We are all standing united before G-d, since His covenant applies to each 
and every one of us, at all times, for all generations. Moreover, each of 
us needs the other, since, "All Israel are guarantors for each other:" 
(Talmud, Shevuot 39a)  
But in order to be a guarantor, doesn't a person need to have more re-
sources than the one he is guaranteeing? What bank would accept an un-
employed man's assurance for the mortgage of a wealthy man's mansion? 
So, how can the simple, illiterate water carrier provide any security for 
the important elder or officer? 

 
1 Chana Weisberg, Shabbat deLights, Vayikra/Bamidbar/Devarim, (Chabad.org), 

pp. 291-293. 

An eye-opening story is quoted in the Talmud (Pesachim 50a): Rav Yosef 
the son of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, fell ill and was at the brink of death. 
His father's prayers brought him back to life. When he was revived, his 
father asked: "My son, what did you see in heaven?"  
Rav Yosef replied: "I saw an upside-down world. Those who are on top 
here are on the bottom there; and those who are here regarded as low-
ly are exalted in heaven."  
In our upside-down world, we assign worth to people based on their bank 
account, social connections, or any other standards society considers 
valuable. We may look at the simple water drawer and wood hewer, and 
all we see are ignorant individuals who rank low on the social scale. We 
may look at the wealthy magnate, and we see someone important in 
whose circle we'd like to be included.  
But when we "stand before G-d," there is no higher and lower. The right-
eous individual may not be nearly as righteous as you imagine, and the 
sinner may have far more good deeds than you know about.  
Moreover, each of us is a Divine soul. Like the limbs of a body or the 
players in an orchestra, each of us has a valuable role to play, without 
which the whole would never be complete.  
If the Talmud says that all Jews serve as guarantors to each other, it 
teaches us that every Jew has a quality in which he or she is superior to 
all others.  
You may not see it. You may not realize it. In our upside down world, it is 
not evident.  
But deep within each one of us lies enormous strength and a rich reser-
voir of wealth waiting to be cashed in—and even we may not be aware it. 
 
1. His covenant applies to each and every one of us, at all times, for all 

generations.  
a. According to Jewish tradition, the Noahide Laws ...refer to seven re-

ligious laws that were given by G-d to Adam and Noah, which are 
considered to be morally binding on non-Jews. These laws are 
listed in the Talmud and elucidated by post-Talmudic authorities. 
Opinions differ on the reach of these commandments and the laws 
derived from them, but all contemporary Jewish authorities agree 
that there are seven commandments. These commandments and 
laws are based on oral traditions as well as scriptural exegesis of 
Genesis 2:16 and Genesis 9:4-6.2  
The Noahide Laws are significant because they ... extend G-d's sav-
ing grace outside the realm of Judaism so that non-Jews will also 

 
2 https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Noahide_Laws 



have a share in the world to come (in so far as they follow the Noa-
hide Laws).  
The seven laws (commonly rendered as Sheva Mitzvot Shel Bnei 
Noach) are:  
1. Do not deny G-d. 
2. Do not blaspheme G-d. 
3. Do not murder. 
4. Do not engage in incest, adultery, pederasty3, or bestiality, as 

well as homosexual relations. 
5. Do not steal. 
6. Do not eat of a live animal. 
7. Establish courts/legal system to ensure law and obedience.  
The Talmud also states: "Righteous people of all nations have a 
share in the world to come" (Sanhedrin 105a). Any non-Jew who 
lives according to these laws is regarded as one of "the righteous 
among the gentiles. "Maimonides writes that this refers to those 
who have acquired knowledge of G-d and act in accordance with 
the Noahide Laws out of obedience to G-d.  
1) Matthew 24:12-14 

12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold, 13but the one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come.  

2) 1Corinthians 15:22-26 
22For as in Adam all die, so in Messiah all will be made alive. 
23But each in turn: Messiah, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has de-
stroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death.  

3) Colossians 1:3-6 
3We always thank God ... when we pray for you, 4because we have 
heard of your faith in Messiah Yeshua and of the love you have 
for all God's people—5the faith and love that spring from the 
hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have al-
ready heard in the true message of the gospel 6that has come to 
you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 

 
3 Péderasty—sexual activity involving a man and a boy or youth—but came to ex-

press roles based on domination and exploitation. 

throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among 
you since the day you heard it and truly understood God's grace.  

4) Colossians 1:21-23 
21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled 
you by Messiah’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—23if 
you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not 
move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel 
that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 
2. ... each of us needs the other, since, "All Israel are guarantors for each 

other:" (Talmud, Shevuot 39a)  
a. Genesis 4:8-10 

8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." While 
they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed 
him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I 
don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 10The LORD 
said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out 
to me from the ground.  
1) Leviticus 6:1-5 

1The LORD said to Moses: 2"If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the 
LORD by deceiving a neighbor about something entrusted to 
them or left in their care or about something stolen, or if they 
cheat their neighbor, 3or if they find lost property and lie about 
it, or if they swear falsely about any such sin that people may 
commit—4when they sin in any of these ways and realize their 
guilt, they must return what they have stolen or taken by extor-
tion, or what was entrusted to them, or the lost property they 
found, 5or whatever it was they swore falsely about. They must 
make restitution in full, add a fifth of the value to it and give it all 
to the owner on the day they present their guilt offering ..."  

2) Leviticus 19:18 
18"'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among 
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.  
a) Sifra on Leviticus4 19.18 

‘And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Rabbi Akiva 
says, This is a great principle in the Torah. Ben Azzai says 

 
4 A Midrash forming a commentary on the Book of Leviticus, attributed to the dis-
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‘This is the book of the generations of Adam’ (Gen. 5:1)—this 
is an even greater principle.  
Taken on its own, Akiva’s statement was about ‘an important,’ 
not necessarily the most important principle of all. The impact 
of Ben Azzai’s statement is to introduce an element of com-
parison: as soon as we say that one principle is great, but 
that another is greater, it seems that we are after all talking 
about fundamental principles of ethical values, ‘the greatest 
commandment.’ 

Ben Azzai, a rabbi contemporary with Akiva, gives us an-
other ‘general principle’, which he teaches is more im-
portant. This is from Genesis 5:1: ‘This is the book of the 
generations of Adam.’ The biblical quotation continues: ‘In 
the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made 
he him.’ Ben Azzai, Akiva’s contemporary, seems to have 
chosen a very strange text as a fundamental principle. On the 
face of it the Leviticus statement is a command from God, 
whereas the Genesis verse occurs in a narrative introduction 
to a list of names! What kind of commandment is this? How 
can it be a principle of Torah? This is typical of rabbinic ex-
egesis: the whole Torah was from God, so a command could 
be embedded in any verse. To try to understand it, we have 
to consider our next text.5  

3) Psalm 101:5 
5Whoever slanders their neighbor in secret, I will put to silence; 
whoever has haughty eyes and a proud heart, I will not tolerate.  

4) Proverbs 3:27-29 
27Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is 
in your power to act. 28Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back 
tomorrow and I'll give it to you"—when you already have it with 
you. 29Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trust-
fully near you.  

5) Proverbs 14:21 
21It is a sin to despise one's neighbor, but blessed is the one 
who is kind to the needy.  

6) Luke 10:25-37 
25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Yeshua. 
"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 
27He answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

 
5 Rabbi Michael Hilton with Fr Gordian Marshall OP, The Gospels & Rabbinic Judaism, 

(KTAV Publishing House, Anti-Defamation League B’nai B’rith, 1988), pp. 14-15. 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' " 28"You have an-
swered correctly," Yeshua replied. "Do this and you will live." 

29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Yeshua, "And 
who is my neighbor?" 30In reply Yeshua said: "A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by rob-
bers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 
leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 
came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on 
him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him 
to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two 
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he 
said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra ex-
pense you may have.' 36"Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37The 
expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 
Yeshua told him, "Go and do likewise."  

7) Romans 13:8-10 
8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 
9The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You 
shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not covet," 
and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in 
this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love 
does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of 
the law.  

8) Galatians 6:1-5 
1Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 
by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch your-
selves, or you also may be tempted. 2Carry each other's burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Messiah. 3If anyone 
thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive them-
selves. 4Each one should test their own actions. Then they can 
take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to 
someone else, 5for each one should carry their own load. 

 
3. "My son, what did you see in heaven?" Rav Yosef replied: "I saw an up-

side-down world. Those who are on top here are on the bottom there; 
and those who are here regarded as lowly are exalted in heaven." 



a. Matthew 8:5-13 
5When Yeshua had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 
asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home para-
lyzed and in terrible suffering." 7Yeshua said to him, "I will go and 
heal him." 8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with sol-
diers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 
'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
10When Yeshua heard this, he was astonished and said to those fol-
lowing him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith. 11I say to you that many will come from the 
east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12But the 
subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13Then 
Yeshua said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you be-
lieved it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.  
1) “Replacement theologians and anti-Semites might conclude that 

God is excluding the Jews from His Kingdom (v. 12). However, 
the point of this story is not exclusion, but inclusion: here Ye-
shua states clearly that Gentiles from all over (from the east 
and from the west), even an army officer of the hated Roman 
conquerors, can, by virtue of trusting God (v. 10), JOIN (NOT 
REPLACE) God’s people Israel and take their places at the 
feast in the Kingdom of Heaven with Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Ya’akov (v. 11). Verse 12, like many statements of the Tanakh 
prophets pertaining to the Jewish people, is a warning against 
lack of trust but not an irrevocable prediction. Those born for 
the kingdom, Jews, will be thrown outside in the dark, where 
people will wail and grind their teeth, only if they fail to heed 
the warning.”6  

2) The Gentiles “take their places at the feast WITH Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob”—the “feast” is NOT the “marriage supper of 
the Lamb” between “Messiah” and a “Church” at which Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob are wedding guests.  

b. Matthew 16:24-26 
24Then Yeshua said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my dis-
ciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoev-

 
6 David H. Stern, Jewish New Testament Commentary, (Jewish New Testament Pub-

lications), p.35. 

er loses their life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what 
can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  
1) Numbers Rabbah 17:6; Tanhuma, Shelah, #15 

"That ye may remember and do all My commandments" (Num. 
15:40). This verse may be illustrated by the parable of a person 
thrown into the water, to whom the pilot throws a rope, saying, 
"Hold on to this rope and do not let go of it. If you let go, you 
will lose your life." So, too, the Holy One said to Israel, "As long 
as you hold on to the precepts, the words 'But you who held 
to the Lord your God are alive all of you this day' [Deut. 4:4] 
apply to you."  

c. Matthew 21:23-32 
23Yeshua entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what au-
thority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you 
this authority?" 24Yeshua replied, "I will also ask you one question. 
If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 25John's baptism-- where did it come from? Was it from 
heaven, or of human origin?" They discussed it among themselves 
and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't 
you believe him?' 26But if we say, 'Of human origin'-- we are afraid 
of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet." 27So they 
answered Yeshua, "We don't know." Then he said, "Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. 

28"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He 
went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 
29"'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. 
He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 31"Which of the two did 
what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Yeshua said to 
them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to 
you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after 
you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

 
4. In our upside-down world, we assign worth to people based on their 

bank account, social connections, or any other standards society con-
siders valuable. We may look at the simple water drawer and wood 
hewer, and all we see are ignorant individuals who rank low on the so-
cial scale. We may look at the wealthy magnate, and we see someone 
important in whose circle we'd like to be included. 



a. Matthew 7:1-2 
1"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you 
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.  

b. James 2:12-13 
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that 
gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown 
to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 

 
5. If the Talmud says that all Jews serve as guarantors to each other, it 

teaches us that every Jew (and Gentile) has a quality in which he or 
she is superior to all others.  
You may not see it. You may not realize it. In our upside down world, it 
is not evident.  
But deep within each one of us lies enormous strength and a rich reser-
voir of wealth waiting to be cashed in—and even we may not be aware it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


